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To my wife and member of the extended delegation Beatriz, for her support and creative 
direction on many aspects that the delegation is pursuing.   
 
To Melinda Romero, Roberto Lefranc, and Mayita Melendez, thank you for your ongoing 
individual efforts and willingness to collaborate, so that we may achieve our goal:  Equality for 
the US Citizens of Puerto Rico. 
 
To the thousands of citizens that have become members of our delegation. In particular, to 
Maver Rivas for outstanding administrative and HR support as well as Roxanna Soto Aguilu for 
her advice and direction.  We envision you just as much a delegate as those of us that were 
elected.  Your commitment and passion are the driving force of our lofty goals. 
 
To Governor Pierluisi and his team. Amidst plentiful challenges, it is evident that your priority 
continues to be to fulfil the will of the people and provide our citizens a path to statehood.   
 
To the People of Puerto Rico. You motivate our effort to achieve full equality as citizens, and 
provide future generations with the best available tools and options for progress.   
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Carta del Dr. Ricardo Rosselló Nevares  
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Executive Summary 
  

Synopsis: The following is a high-level executive summary of the delegate’s actions and 
operations. The vision of our office is to provide equality to the United States Citizens that reside 
in Puerto Rico. Our mission is to exert external pressure on Congress to induce an action that will 
end colonialism and provide the binding choice of statehood to Puerto Rico. A visual 
representation of those objectives is outlined in the image below. 
 

 
 
Operations: Contrary to other elected officials, delegates are responsible for all administrative 
and clerical duties in addition to official duties. Guidelines on these duties were provided by 
PRFAA. I dedicate 60-80 hrs./week to my role as a delegate. Operations are greatly enhanced 
with the participation of the Extended Delegation.  
 
Extended Delegation: A key initiative spearheaded by 4 members of the delegation (Melinda 
Romero, Roberto Lefranc Fortuño, Mayita Melendez and myself) is to expand the network of 
collaborators. We currently have 1898 extended delegates, 29% being from the mainland, 
spanning 39 states. I designed, wrote content, programmed, and executed the website: 
delegates.us. In addition, IDs have been sent to the first 600 delegates. The extended delegation 
has already started doing independent and individual work, such as letter writing to congress, 
visits to congressional offices, impact activities in their districts, canvassing, and hunger strikes.   
There are several states embarking on their own activities.  We had the first in-person delegates 
work-shop meeting (November 8th, 2021) and have had online workshops with over 650 new 
extended delegates.   
 
District Organization: The chief objective of our office is to organize congressional districts and 
establish a national network of support for statehood. So far, we have had 10 in-person district 
grassroots events (Texas, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania DC, Virginia, Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, Florida, and New York), plus virtual interactions with 8 other states. Three of 
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these states already have an organized structure to aid in recruiting efforts and fulfilling the 
objectives of the delegation.   
 
Congressional Effort: A total of 82 congressional meetings held and 314 individual letters sent 
(including to all the Natural Resources Committee members).  Some have been followed up from 
previous meetings.  In addition, I have made a public proposal to Congress for a consensus bill 
between H.R. 1522 and H.R. 2070 supporters. The crux of the idea is to amass both supporting 
factions (co-sponsors) to achieve a critical number of votes to pass the bill to the House floor.  
This proposal is discussed in detail in the body of the report. I am submitting a second alternative 
proposal in this report. Extended delegates on their own have accounted for over 20 
congressional meetings and over 100 letters sent to their district congress member.   
 
Constituency and Civic Engagement: We have held town-hall meetings (>40 Equality Gatherings) 
covering 99% of the municipalities in Puerto Rico. We have also held 323 individual meetings with 
constituents. We have had civic engagement in various states as well. Extended delegates 
organized events in 10 towns in Puerto Rico to recruit new delegates and participate in the 51x51 
effort. In addition, it is important to note that our office was committed to participating in a 
public hearing requested by the House of Representatives in Puerto Rico. Regrettably, after 
members of the PR House committee required me and other delegates to participate, even 
threatening us with contempt if we did not participated, once I confirmed my in-person 
participation, they cowered and canceled the hearing. This is consistent with the shameful 
behavior of the House Leadership, which has spent money without any accountability to lobby 
against the will of the People of Puerto Rico.   
 
Communications, Media and Messaging: We participated in several media outlets and some of 
the actions pertaining to our efforts were highlighted.  There were 20 interventions in all.  In 
addition, the extended delegation started issuing a newsletter to showcase actions from the 
delegation (appendix).  Published one article on voting rights and Puerto Rico (Appendix). 
 
Event Planning and Execution: We finalized the 51x51 day demonstration in Washington DC.  
Voters from 12 neighboring states participated in the event.  Impacto Estadista was a success, 
mobilizing over 250 delegates to the Nation’s Capital for several activities. Events were designed 
at a central level for 10 states and many others were done independently. Two hunger-strikes 
were carried out, with the leadership of Nixon Rosado. Also, a demonstration was held outside 
of SCOTUS for the Vaello Madero case.  A public town hall was celebrated in Bayamón, in lieu of 
the hearing canceled by the President of the Puerto Rico House of Representatives.     
 
Legal Path: Several meetings were held for follow up actions on the amicus-brief submitted by 
the delegation. In addition, as part of the extended delegation workshop, we submitted a 
complaint to the United States Commission on Civil Rights for voting right and civil right violations 
against the People of Puerto Rico by the presidents of the Puerto Rico House and Senate.   
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Coalition Building: Have engaged with 14 organizations whose objectives align with our effort.  
Admittedly, there is room for improvement in this area. In the next two quarters, our extended 
delegation will do targeted work in this front.  
 
Participation in Forums: Our office participated in several forums.  These ranged from the 
academic front, special interest groups, and national party political structures.         
 
Path Forward and Roadmap: In the previous report, I outlined a path forward with short, mid 
and long term goals.  While the longer term objectives remain the same, we have designed a one 
year road map, establishing specific milestones and a decision tree for action based on the 
response from Congress. The roadmap is below these lines.  A larger version of it can be obtained 
in the appendix.  Briefly, there are a few critical events we want to embark on this year in addition 
to the continuous development of the objectives outlined above.  Namely, (1) the organized 
takeover of delegates in their towns and districts, (2) a “Toma del Congreso“ part II event 
(pandemic and security measures willing), (3) the 1st Equality Summit in Washington DC 
(proposed by delegate Beatriz Areizaga) and (4) the organized campaigning in selected districts 
for the mid-term elections. There are two critical decisions and actions that will be taken by 
congressional leadership. First, is there a path to a “broader consensus” bill.  Secondly, is the 
Natural Resources Committee going to put the measure (1522, 2070 or consensus bill) to a vote, 
and what that outcome is.  The actions we take based on the answers to these questions will be 
paramount to the success of our cause.  We discuss these in greater detail. 

 
 
Expenses:  Ricardo Rosselló does not receive a salary nor does he ask for expense reimbursement.  
All expenses are shouldered by the delegate.  These include travel, lodging, IDs (shared expense 
with Roberto Lefranc), delegation pins, mailing letters, etc. Total cost to the People of Puerto 
Rico:  $0.00 
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Resumen Ejecutivo 
  

Sinopsis: Éste es un resumen ejecutivo de alto nivel sobre las acciones y operaciones de nuestros 
delegados. La visión de nuestra oficina es llevar igualdad a los ciudadanos americanos que 
residen en Puerto Rico. Nuestra misión es ejercer presión externa sobre el Congreso para 
generar acción que termine con el colonialismo y provea una opción vinculante de Estadidad para 
Puerto Rico. A continuación, una representación gráfica los objetivos para lograr nuestra misión 
y un resumen ejecutivo de las acciones tomadas. 

 
Operaciones: Contrario a otros funcionarios electos, los delegados son responsables de todas sus 
funciones administrativas y clericales, además de sus gestiones oficiales. Las guías para estas 
responsabilidades fueron provistas por PRFAA. Personalmente, dedico 60-80 horas semanales a 
mis gestiones como delegado. Las operaciones han mejorado dramáticamente con la incursión 
de la Delegación Extendida.  
 
Delegación Extendida: Una iniciativa clave, liderada por cuatro miembros de la delegación 
(Melinda Romero, Roberto Lefranc Fortuño, Mayita Meléndez y este servidor) es expandir 
nuestra red de colaboradores. Actualmente, tenemos 1898 delegados extendidos, el 31% de ellos 
provenientes de 39 estados de la Nación. Yo diseñé, programé, elaboré el contenido y ejecuté el 
portal de internet delegates.us. Además, se han expedido tarjetas de identificación a los primeros 
600 delegados. Esta delegación extendida ya ha comenzado a hacer trabajo independiente e 
individualmente, escribiendo cartas a congresistas, visitando oficinas en el Congreso, haciendo 
actividades de impacto en sus distritos, haciendo campaña y huelgas de hambre. Hay varios 
estados llevando a cabo sus propias actividades. Tuvimos el primer taller de trabajo presencial 
con delegados (8 de noviembre de 2021), como también hemos hecho talleres en línea con más 
de 650 nuevos delegados extendidos. 
 
Organización de Distritos: Uno de los objetivos principales de nuestra oficina es organizar 
distritos congresionales y establecer una red nacional para apoyar la Estadidad. Hasta el 
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momento, hemos llevado a cabo 10 eventos presenciales de votantes en distritos (Texas, 
Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania DC, Virginia, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Florida y New 
York), además de interacciones virtuales con otros 8 estados. Tres de estos estados ya tienen una 
estructura organizada para ayudar a reclutar más delegados y cumplir con nuestros objetivos. 
 
Esfuerzos en el Congreso: Se han llevado a cabo un total de 82 reuniones en el Congreso, y se 
han enviado 314 cartas individuales (incluyendo a todos los miembros del Comité de Recursos 
Naturales). Algunas de estas reuniones han tenido otra de seguimiento. Además, yo he sometido 
ante el Congreso una propuesta pública para lograr un proyecto de ley de consenso entre los que 
apoyan el H.R. 1522 y el H.R. 2070. La esencia de esta idea es lograr el apoyo de ambas facciones 
(coauspiciadores), con el fin de alcanzar la cantidad crítica de votos para que el proyecto pase al 
pleno de la Cámara. Esta propuesta se discute en detalle dentro del informe. Los delegados 
extendidos, por cuenta propia, han logrado 20 reuniones con congresistas y han enviado más de 
100 cartas a sus representantes de distrito. 
 
Envolvimiento Cívico y de Constituyentes: Hemos efectuado reuniones de pueblo (más de 40 
Encuentros de Igualdad) en el 99% de los municipios de Puerto Rico. Asimismo, hemos tenido 
323 reuniones individuales con constituyentes. También hemos llevado a cabo encuentros en 
varios estados. Los delegados extendidos organizaron eventos en 10 pueblos de la Isla para 
reclutar nuevos delegados y participar en el esfuerzo 51x51.  Además, es importante señalar que 
nuestra oficina estaba comprometida con participar en las vistas públicas convocadas por la 
Cámara de Representantes de Puerto Rico. Lamentablemente, luego de que el Comité de la 
Cámara de Puerto Rico obligara mi participación y la de otros delegados (bajo pena de desacato), 
una vez confirmé mi participación en persona, se acobardaron y cancelaron las vistas. Esto es 
consistente con el bochornoso comportamiento del liderato de la Cámara, que ha gastado dinero 
público, sin rendir cuentas, para cabildear en contra de la voluntad del Pueblo de Puerto Rico. 
 
Comunicaciones, Medios y Mensajes: Hemos participado en varios medios de comunicaciones, 
donde se han presentado nuestras acciones y esfuerzos. Fueron unas 20 intervenciones en total.  
Asimismo, la delegación extendida comenzó una carta circular exaltando el trabajo de la 
delegación (Anejo). También publiqué un artículo sobre el derecho al voto y Puerto Rico (Anejo). 
 
Planificación de Eventos y Ejecución: Finalizamos la iniciativa 51x51 tras 51 días de 
demostraciones en Washington D.C.  Votantes de 12 estados vecinos participaron en el evento. 
Igualmente, Impacto Estadista fue un éxito rotundo, con la movilización de 250 delegados que se 
dieron cita en la Capital Federal para varias actividades. Estos eventos se organizaron a nivel 
central en 10 estados, y muchos más de manera independiente. Bajo el liderato de Nixon Rosado, 
se efectuaron dos huelgas de hambre. Igualmente, se llevó a cabo una demostración en las 
afueras del Tribunal Supremo federal mientras se veía en ese foro el caso Vaello Madero. Se 
celebró en Bayamón una reunión de pueblo, que reemplazó las vistas públicas canceladas por el 
presidente de la Cámara de Representantes de Puerto Rico. 
 
Ruta Legal: Se efectuaron varias reuniones de seguimiento relativas al amicus-brief radicado por 
la delegación. Además, como parte del taller de trabajo de la delegación extendida, se radicó una 
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querella ante la Comisión de Derechos Civiles de los E.E. U.U. por violaciones al derecho al voto 
y a derechos civiles por parte de los presidentes de la Cámara y el Senado de Puerto Rico. 
 
Formación de Coaliciones: Hemos entablado relaciones con 14 organizaciones cuyos objetivos 
están alineados con los nuestros. Hay que admitir que en esta área falta mejorar. En los próximos 
dos trimestres, nuestra delegación extendida hará trabajo puntual en este frente. 
 
Participación en Foros: Nuestra oficina participó en varios foros. Éstos iban desde foros 
académicos, a grupos de intereses especiales y hasta estructuras políticas de partidos nacionales.  
 
Ruta Adelante – Metas a Corto, Medio y Largo Plazo: En el informe anterior, detallamos la ruta 
adelante. Aunque los objetivos se sostienen, hemos diseñado una hoja de ruta de un año, 
estableciendo hitos específicos y acciones a tomar a base de ciertas decisiones que tome el 
Congreso. La hoja de ruta está en la imagen abajo; una versión más grande la encontrarán en los 
anejos.  Brevemente, hay varios eventos que llevaremos acabo, además de los establecidos en 
los objetivos (arriba): (1) el evento de “Delegates Take Over” durante el año completo, (2) una 
segunda Toma del Congreso, (3) el 1er “Equality Summit” en Washington D.C. (propuesta de la 
delegada Beatriz Areizaga), (4) la campaña organizada en distritos estratégicos para las 
elecciones de mitad de cuatrienio. Hay al menos dos decisiones críticas por parte del liderato 
congresional. En primer lugar, determinar si se hará un proyecto de “mayor consenso”.  En 
segundo lugar, ver si el comité de Recursos Naturales tomará acción sobre los proyectos.  Las 
acciones que tomemos a base de estas decisiones serán criticas para adelantar nuestra causa. 

 
 
Gastos:  Ricardo Rosselló no recibe salario ni solicita ningún reembolso por gastos. Todos los 
costos los sufraga el delegado. Éstos incluyen viajes, alojamiento, tarjetas de identificación de 
delegados (gastos compartidos con Roberto Lefranc), “pins” para delegados, envío de 
correspondencia, etc.). El costo total para el pueblo de Puerto Rico: $0.00 
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Actions and KP Is  
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Introduction & Background 
 
The following section provides a condensed historic perspective on the status issue in Puerto 

Rico, leading to the current state of play.   

 

500 Years of Colonialism 

Living for more than 500 years in a colonial territory, Puerto Ricans have never been treated as 

equal citizens. The first 400 years, as a colonial and possession of Spain; the past 120 as a colonial 

territory of the United States. After 40-some odd years as a territory of the U.S., the colony was 

rebranded as a “Free Associated State” (in Puerto Rico), but known as a Commonwealth in the 

United States. At the beginning of this rebranding, a narrative was established that this would 

enhance the quality of life and reduce the socio-economic gap between the states and Puerto 

Rico. In addition, this “new pact” was said to be a bilateral agreement between the United States 

and Puerto Rico. Far from reducing inequities, the gaps in poverty, income, and other critical 

measures of wellbeing grew. In addition, the falsely claimed bilateral pact is still, in fact, a 

complete unilateral power venue, supported by the territorial clause of the Constitution of the 

United States. 

  

The last 50 years have been an ideological struggle to solve this status problem. Furthermore, 

the integrity and functionality of government started having severe problems, which would 

inevitably lead to economic, fiscal, and structural collapse.  The poverty, inequality, and economic 

gaps are all larger now than they were in the late 1960s.   

 

The last 10 years: Structural breakdown and the will of the people squarely supporting statehood 

In 2012, a plebiscite was held on election day (November 6th).  This referendum was a two-part 

question.  First, it asked: Should Puerto Rico continue its current territorial status?  Secondly, it 

proposed: Which non-territorial option do you prefer? The results from that event were as 

follows:   
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First question         Second question 

Choice Votes % 
 Choice Votes % 

No 970,910 53.97 
 Referendum 

passed 
Statehood 

834,191 61.16 

Yes 828,077 46.03 
 Free 

Association 
454,768 33.34 

Valid votes 1,798,987 95.74 
 Independence 74,895 5.49 

Invalid or 
blank votes 80,215 4.26 

 Valid votes 1,363,854 72.58 

    Invalid or 
blank ballots 

515,348 27.42 

       
    

Registered 
voters and 
turnout 

2,402,941 78.19 

Table 1:  Results from the 2012 plebiscite.                 Source: CEEPUR 
 
However, the general election was won by the party that supported the colonial regime, and 

efforts were stalled. Things continued to get worse for Puerto Rico, hitting historical milestones. 

Under the Alejandro García Padilla administration, the Government of Puerto Rico defaulted on 

its debt, causing a severe rating degradation of Puerto Rico’s bonds, and closing the door to the 

markets for the foreseeable future. All the while, rampant unemployment and a moribund 

economy had taken hold. 

 

Statehood Commission (2017) Tennessee Plan 

In 2016, a new administration took form and established as a priority employing bolder 

mechanisms to validate the will of the People of Puerto Rico. 
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On July 11th, 2017, another plebiscite was held (A Plebiscite for the Immediate Decolonization of 

Puerto Rico). In this occasion, the plebiscite asked the voters to choose amongst the three status 

alternatives readily accepted by international law.  The results once again favored statehood. 

 

Choice Votes %  

Statehood 508,862 97.13%  

Free Association / 
Independence 7,981 1.52%  

Current Status 7,048 1.35%  

Valid votes 523,891 99.76%  

invalid or blank 
votes 1,247 0.24%  

Total votes 525,138 100%  

Registered voters 
and turnout 2,260,804 23.23%  

Table 2:  Results from the 2017 plebiscite. Source: CEEPUR 
 
Following the tradition established by Tennessee in 1796, Puerto Rico embarked on an effort to 

send a Shadow Delegation to Congress. This strategy has been utilized by 7 states that had 

petitioned statehood, but action had not been forthcoming. These were Michigan, Iowa, 

California, Oregon, Kansas, and most recently, Alaska. Currently, Washington, D.C. has a Shadow 

Delegation as well. In 2017, as a programmatic commitment of the Plan para Puerto Rico, I put 

forth the legislation to create our shadow delegation (Puerto Rico Statehood Commission, Act 

30-2017).  That delegation was composed of 2 Senators and 5 representatives. Among them, 3 

former governors were appointed serve as Shadow Delegates.  The delegation submitted yearly 

reports to the governor.   
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2020 Plebiscite 

In 2020, Puerto Rico embarked on yet another plebiscite, the third one in the last decade.  As 

with the previous two, statehood prevailed. In this circumstance, statehood was pitted against 

all other alternatives (viable or not) in a Yes or No vote. The Yes vote garnered 52.52% of the 

ballots, demonstrating once again that the majority in Puerto Rico prefers statehood over the 

sum of all other alternatives.   

 

Elected Congressional Delegation   

Based on the result of the 2020 plebiscite, Act 167-2020 was enacted to continue with the 

Tennessee Plan strategy established in 2017 (see Appendix). The main difference now being that 

this delegation would be elected and not appointed. On May 16th, 2021, an election was held 

where 4 House Representatives (shadow) and 2 Senators (Shadow) were selected.  On the 1st of 

July, most of the delegates were sworn-in at La Fortaleza, and by July 11th, all the delegates had 

been duly sworn-in.   

 

Current State of Play 

The House recently passed a bill to grant statehood to Washington, D.C., a great first step to give 

its citizens equal representation. The time is ripe for the 3.2 million Puerto Ricans, who share 

Washingtonians’ predicament of second-class citizenship, to get a binding commitment from 

Congress to become a state. 

 

During the 2020 presidential campaign, Joe Biden declared: “I happen to believe that statehood 

would be the most effective means of ensuring that residents of Puerto Rico are treated equally, 

with the same representation at the federal level. But the people of Puerto Rico must decide, 

and the United States federal government must respect their decision and act on it.” 

 

The House has begun moving in the right direction with H.R. 1522, a statehood bill sponsored by 

Reps. Darren Soto, Jennifer Gonzalez and others. H.R. 1522 represents the best solution to Puerto 
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Rico’s colonial dilemma, as it responds directly to the democratic will expressed by the island’s 

voters and binds Congress to that decision (see HR.1522 in Appendix).   

 

However, a second bill (H.R. 2070), pushed by Reps. Nydia Velazquez and Alexandria Ocasio-

Cortez of New York, proposes an assembly that allows a “self-determination process” to decide 

between “the viable options,” even though it has been demonstrated by the direct vote of the 

people that statehood is the most viable and popular option. H.R. 2070 is essentially kicking the 

can further down the road. It is an anti-democratic bill, as it runs directly counter to the notion 

of self-determination, it dismisses the elected will of the people, and is downright discriminatory. 

It also creates a new level of non-binding bureaucracy in the admission process, perpetuating the 

current colonial regime. 

 

A leading group of constitutional scholars wrote to Congress in support of the statehood bill put 

forth by Soto and Gonzalez, as it abides by the will of the Puerto Rican people. They rejected the 

Velazquez/Ocasio-Cortez proposal as unconstitutional. 

 

Notwithstanding, both bills are under the consideration of the Natural Resources Committee.  

Although a markup for these bills is expected in the following months, no date has been set. 

 

Evidenced by the stagnant nature of the discussion in the Natural Resources Committee, media 

reports (Delgado, 2021) declared House Majority Leader, Steny Hoyer’s position to look for a 

consensus bill.  As part of this effort, Ricardo Rossello submitted a proposal that would include 

the major components of both bills, allow the people to choose, and enable a path forward 

(Noticel,2021)   
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Mission, Vision and Objectives 
 

Problem: Over 3 million US citizens that live in Puerto Rico are treated unequally, are 

disenfranchised, and have no voting representation in Congress. Even when islanders have 

supported statehood in three consecutive plebiscites, action in Congress is slow to evolve.   

 

Opportunity: The United States is living through a divisive phase that has sprouted several 

movements for social justice, voting, civil and human rights, racial equality, and democracy.  

Puerto Rico’s situation is intimately linked to all these issues.  Adding to this the fact that the 

Capital of the United States is also seeking statehood, all the elements of social empathy, support, 

and visibility are materializing. What’s more, Democrats –most of whom have been aligned with 

the aforementioned movements– control both chambers of Congress and the Executive Branch.  

No excuses. It’s time to execute.   

 

Vision: To help achieve equality and a better quality of life for the U.S. citizens that live in Puerto 

Rico by providing a path towards statehood. 

 

Mission: To exert external pressure on Congress to move a bill that will offer the choice of 

Statehood for Puerto Rico (to this date, it is H.R. 1522/S. 780), and that the decision of Puerto 

Ricans needs to be binding. We will do this by amassing a national network of support for equality 

and voting rights for the U.S. citizens that reside in Puerto Rico.   

 

Objectives: 

To exert pressure, my office will focus on the following critical objectives: 

 

(1) Organize the Districts: This is my office’s top priority. Community organization is a 

paramount effort. There are 5.3 million Puerto Ricans in the Mainland. If organized 

appropriately, we can yield significant power and determine congressional election 

outcomes.  This effort will have short, mid, and long-term outlooks and objectives. 
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(2) Efforts in Congress:  Plan to meet and discuss with House and Senate members (and their 

staffs) the need to act on the status issue for Puerto Rico; and more specifically, on moving 

H.R. 1522 out of committee. In addition, work with extended delegates that are 

constituents to strike a direct cord with their representatives.   

(3) Communications, messaging and media:  Our message needs to have enough amplitude 

to get support.  To achieve this, we must create a network that can deliver the appropriate 

messaging to be replicated and discussed. Social media support is critical, but so is 

connecting every media outlet or program that is available and at our disposal.   

(4) NGOs, SIGs, and other organizations: Capturing the support of Non-Governmental 

Organizations, Civil Rights coalitions, and other Special Interest Groups will give us 

leverage and visibility with congresspersons that depend on those constituencies.  

Identifying, communicating with, and garnering their support is essential. 

(5) Event planning and execution: As with all social movements, events need to be 

coordinated to garner national attention for our cause.  These take time, as well as a large 

and committed support cast.   

(6) Legal path:  Support, create, participate in efforts to address the current undemocratic 

and unjust system in Puerto Rico through the courts.    

(7) Forum participation: Impact and participate in all local, national, and international 

forums regarding the status issue, or adjacent issues regarding voting rights, democracy, 

racial, and citizen equality.  These include academic, institutional, and otherwise.   

(8) Constituency outreach and engagement: Engage with citizens in the island and in the 

mainland in individual meetings and town halls.    

 

These objectives and the short-term work that has been done are the subject of most of the 

remaining report.   
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Operations 
 
PRFAA has established a set of guidelines for the Congressional Delegation.  Please see Appendix 

for these guidelines.  These are guidelines are effective since the 1st of July, 2021.   

 

Delegates have the right to a salary of $90,000, plus $30,000 for expenses. As is public knowledge, 

I sent you and PRFAA’s Executive Director a letter notifying that I chose to decline the salary and 

the reimbursement of expenses associated with my position (see Letter to Governor, Appendix). 

In addition, I communicated to PRFAA that I will not require other items, such as printing, office 

space, office supplies, or stationary.  Those are all expenses I have absorbed and will continue to 

do so..   

 

Other requirements, such as submitting economic and financial statements to the pertinent 

authorities, have been complied with. 

 

Aside from salary and expenses, it is important to note that delegates don’t have access to much 

(if any) administrative assistance.  Therefore, these administrative and clerical roles are part of 

the Delegate’s responsibility.  Some of these include, planning, mailing, engaging, travel 

arrangements, calendaring, follow up engagements, brief preparation, research, writing,  

connecting with Congress, and other clerical duties.   Here, I would like to thank and recognize 

the support that so many extended delegates have given to us.   

 

The official website presence is hosted by the Puerto Rico Innovation and Technology Service 

(PRITS).  There is still work to be done on this front.    Maintenance, updates, and responses to 

the delegates.us page is handled by Ricardo Rossello.    

 

On August 10th, the Executive Director of PRFAA asked us to send a 1-page summary of weekly 

updates.  I have submitted them every week since then (Sample update, Appendix). 
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Meetings as a delegation have become on-demand, as opposed to weekly engagements.  

Typically 2-3 delegates participate in these.   

 

As part of our efforts with the extended delegation, the design, printing and mailing of IDs and 

letters has become part of our daily operation.  The delegation also sets up workshops, 

introductory sessions and other forum, which require administrative follow up.    
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Activity 
 
A novel consensus proposal for a status bill 
 
In light of the recent news that there is an effort to look for a consensus status bill between the 

authors of HR.1522, HR.2070 and the House Majority Leader, I sent Leader Hoyer a letter 

outlining a proposed course of action (See appendix for letter).      

 

Briefly, I propose taking HR.1522 and – in addition to making the YES vote mean something – 

have the no vote have a binding result as well.  Let me expand (Noticel, 2021).   

 

As it stands now, HR.1522 would grant the choice of statehood to the US Citizens that reside in 

the island if they vote in favor.  However, nothing happens if there is a NO vote.  To garner support 

from those that would desire another course of action, why don’t we have the “NO” vote have 

an implication as well? 

 

There are several ways to take this, but the simplest one would be to fix the unconstitutional 

elements of HR.2070 (indefinite terms, binding congress to alternatives beyond those accepted 

by international law, etc.), and have a version be the alternative. 

 

It’s bold.  Everybody has skin on the game.  It lets the people choose as opposed to a Congress 

that does not have voting representation on behalf of the US Citizens of Puerto Rico.   And – 

importantly – it starts landing on a resolution to the 500 year-old colonial dilemma for the Island.   

 

Given this option, in theory, everybody should be supportive who has already supported one for 

the two bills.  If you block this path, it showcases the fact that you are either afraid of the results 

or you want to block the voting will of the people at all costs.   

 

The figure below denotes the general structure of the proposal. 
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Schematic of proposed consensus bill 

 

It is our view that this proposal has the potential to amass support from both projects, and 

approximate the milestone votes necessary for action.  

 

An alternative proposal could be the following:  use the base proposal for HR.1522 and add the 

following caveat:  Should the Congress not act within a certain period of time after an 

affirmative vote on statehood (Say, 3-5 years), then Puerto Rico would become an independent 

country.  The idea behind this proposal is to accelerate action. It is widely regarded that the 

colonial situation needs to end in the Island.  The problem is the comfort zone of inaction.  This 

is an alternative that provokes change, one way or the other. 

 
The House citation farce that never was 
A few weeks after our 1st 90 day report was submitted, the Puerto Rico House Committee on 

Federal, international and State relations sent me a letter to request my participation in a 

hearing, based on the House Resolution Number 535 (See Appendix).  In this letter, dated 
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October 15th, I was asked to participate with the end being “a broad investigation” over the work 

done by the Congressional Delegation of Puerto Rico in Washington DC.   It specifically targeted 

the meetings sustained in DC as well as the reimbursement on expenses undertaken.  The letter 

goes on to say that “You are advised that failure to appear will be understood as an obstruction 

without just cause to our legislative power and we will be going to the Court to determine if 

you incurred the crime of obstruction of the legislative function” (underlined emphasis added). 

The public hearing was set for October 21st, 6 days after receipt of the initial notice.   

 

Committed to engaging, I responded on October 18th, soliciting participation through an online 

vehicle (e.g. Zoom).  This had been consistent with the norms regarding the Pandemic, and 

understood that this should not be a problem.  I also had a medical appointment that had been 

previously scheduled (months in advanced) for my youngest son (See letter in Appendix XXXX). 

 

Notwithstanding this reasonable petition, on that same day Mr. Kebin Maldonado insisted on the 

in-person participation stating that “your in-person participation is obligatory”.  They offered 

alternative dates.   The leadership doubled down on the importance of the participation and 

threatened “ You are advised that failure to appear will be construed as obstruction without 

just cause to our legislative faculty and we will be going to the Court for it to determine 

if you committed the crime of obstruction of the legislative function.” (see full response on 

Appendix) 

 

In response to this, I confirmed my participation on the 21st of October (see letter in Appendix).  

I also requested audio visual instruments to convey my presentation.  I made arrangements to 

get a flight to Puerto Rico at my own expense, so that I could travel on the 20th and be ready to 

present our work on the 21st.   

 

As I was getting on the plane, House President Tatito Hernandez canceled the hearings and 

“permanently relieve you of your appearance before this Commission.” (see letter in Appendix). 
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Under those circumstances, I arrived to Puerto Rico and had a Public Townhall to talk about our 

work and our report in Bayamon (more in Events).  In addition, we had several meetings with 

local leadership and participated in an activity in La Perla, to see the actions undertaken by the 

former First Lady, Beatriz Rossello, with the community members. 

 

This shameful, cowardly and incoherent action by the House of Representatives, the Committee 

President Kebin Maldonado, and specifically the House President, Tatito Hernandez stands to be 

reevaluated.   

 

In the span of 5 days, these gentlemen went from threatening to take me and others to court, in 

order to participate in a hearing.  From the onset, I gave the commission the clear sign that I was 

willing to participate.  They doubled down, that I had to come in person or they would pursue 

“criminal intent.”  Finally, when I confirmed the original date, they cowered under shameful and 

incoherent rationale to avoid my participation in the hearing.   

 

Ironically, this is the sort of wasteful spending they so claim to stop, yet they dragged on a process 

that required time and resources from all parties for absolutely nothing.   This is a seemingly 

consistent behavior by the President of The House, and one of our actions in this quarter was to 

highlight this hypocrisy with a political circus he created (and backfired), compared to his 

spending spree for “consultants” to stop the will of the People in Puerto Rico (more in Legal Path 

section).   
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Extended Delegation 
The Extended Delegation initiative is an effort subscribed by four of the members of the elected 

delegation to enhance outreach, create a national structure, and become more effective with the 

Congressional Delegation’s objectives (NotiUno, 2021). Those members are Melinda Romero, 

Roberto Lefranc Fortuño, Maria Meléndez, and Ricardo Rosselló. I proposed the idea on our first 

meeting post-election, weeks before swearing in, and we started working from that moment on.   

 

Extended delegates are integrated into the delegation’s efforts by filling out a form with the 

relevant demographical data and making a sworn statement committing to the same 

requirements as the elected delegates, except for the “full time work” clause. 

 

 
Figure 1: A snapshot of the extended delegate website (www.delegates.us).  
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Within a reasonable timetable, the elected delegates and some volunteers try to reach out to all 

those who subscribed as extended delegates.   

 

As of December 26th, 2021, there were 1898 extended delegates, 31% of whom reside in the 

mainland.  This represents almost a 160% increase from the first quarter numbers.  There are 39 

states represented by extended delegates.   

 

 
Figure 2:  Updated map showcases the coverage of extended delegates across 39 states.    
 
 

Local organization milestones:  The extended delegates have shown steady progress.  At this 

time, we have hit a critical number of delegates in 7 states that have allowed us to embark on 

local autonomy efforts.  This means, that the local delegate groups in Florida, Virginia, Georgia, 

New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and Texas have their own chapters or are in the process of 
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creating those chapters.  The independence provided to these chapters, coupled with a critical 

mass of delegates allows for lean management and execution of local activities.   

 

Local events:  events have been organized 

and executed at the local level.  Puerto Rico 

delegates have created both recruitment 

events (photo) or events for the 51x51 

initiative.  Current plans for further 

canvassing in the Island and in the States 

are in progress.  

 
Local event in Mayaguez  

 

Letters to Congress Members:  One of the most impactful efforts that have been generated by 

the delegation is the drafting and sending of letters to the delegates direct representative.  Some 

of those letters have been made public and have received response (Appendix for a sample 

response). These letters carry particular weight, since it is the Congressmember’s own 

constituency addressing them.   

 

Connecting delegates with elected delegates:  As part of an effort to amplify each delegates’ 

bandwidth, some extended delegates have volunteered to help in administrative capacities.  

These efforts are in the early stages, but have already yielded positive results for our office and 

others.   

 

Training sessions and active engagement with delegates:  In addition to event participation and 

grassroots organization, we have engaged in weekly sessions to train new delegates in various 

aspects of our goals.  Each session details the objectives that are desired as part of our mission, 

as well as an interactive dialogue to answer questions or evaluate new proposals. 
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Pins and ID cards: Our goal is to have each 

delegate have their congressional delegation ID 

and lapel pin (photo).  So far, we have been able 

to program, print and deliver 600 IDS and 200 

pins.  This process takes some time as it is 

primarily the work of my office in collaboration 

with Roberto Lefranc.  As bandwidth and 

resources continue to increase, so will the speed 

and effectiveness of delivery.    

 

 

 
 
 
District Organization  
 
My office’s priority is district and community organization in the states. The mid-term goal is to 

become a player in the mid-term elections; the long-term view is to create a national network 

for Puerto Ricans (in the island and the states) with political power to address key issues to the 

community.   
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Figure 3:  Four of the 11 in-person Grassroots District 
Organization meetings. Top to bottom:  Philadelphia, 
Virginia, Florida, Rhode Island.   

We have embarked on an effort to 

achieve a critical mass of delegates in 

several states, in order to empower 

autonomy of action.  We have been 

able to make events in New York, 

Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, DC, 

Florida, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, 

Texas, and virtually with Georgia and 

California.   

 

Each of these meetings sets the 

foundation for the shared views and 

goals, sets objectives and milestones to 

achieve, and empowers the delegates 

to create activities.   

 

Meetings have lasted several hours, establishing a strategic path for growth, and task execution 

on all levels of the objectives of our office.  The map below showcases the progress. 
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Figure 4: This map showcases the in-person grassroots gatherings my office (blue), and virtual..  There are 
have been other planning sessions with leadership on several other states other sites (green).   
 
 

Citizen Engagement (gatherings and in person engagements) 
Constituent and citizen engagement is a critical function of a Congressional Shadow Delegation.  

This is why immediately after the submission of the first 90 day report, we created an online 

townhall to walk people through the key takeaways.  It also proved to be a beneficial outlet to 

answer constituent questions and listen to their proposals and advice.  It is our intention to do 

the same with all subsequent quarterly reports. 
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As part of our on-going mission, we have impacted 99% of the towns in Puerto Rico with our 

Equality Gatherings.  In addition to this, we had two in-person events in October, where we were 

able to engage with delegates and community members.  As part of the constituency contact 

effort, we have set aside time on a weekly basis to establish individual meetings.  This quarter, 

we performed 324 individual constituent meetings.   

 
 
Figure 5:  Map denotes overall coverage of constituency engagement with 99% of municipalities engaged 
in Equality Gatherings.  Map generated by paintmaps.   
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Figure 6 : Sample Gathering event.  Events ranged  between  50-70 people.   

 

Citizen engagement has been taken to another level by members of the extended delegation.  

They have promptly created canvassing events in different parts of the Island to recruit and 

communicate the results that the delegation is having.    
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Efforts in Congress 
As discussed in our September 21st meeting, in this section we will layout the general breakdown 

of our efforts in congress. Furthermore, we will give globalized feedback and observations from 

those meetings that might be helpful to the statehood movement as a whole.  Since many of the 

meetings are on-going efforts, the names of the congresspersons will not be divulged in this 

report.   We briefly summarize here the output of individual letters addressed to Congress 

members, contact established with their respective offices, and meetings held.  

 

 
Table 3:  brief summary of congressional efforts.  Overall, 82 meetings, 132 contacts and 314 letters. 
 

In addition, it is important to state that various members of the extended delegation have 

submitted letters and sat down for meetings with Congressmembers. These have mostly been 

constituents of the Congressmember’s district.    

 

While all meetings are different, there are several general trends that are important to highlight 

in order better comprehend the overall situation with members. 

1. An overwhelming majority reject HR.2070.  One of the consistent trends from the 

meetings I have had is the overwhelming rejection of HR.2070 as an alternative.   While 

some held back decision or position on HR.1522, roughly 80% of the undecided members 

that we meet are in strong opposition to the project and see no chance of it ever passing 
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congress.  In general, folks don’t have a clear objection to HR. 1522, but they do have 

some lingering questions and expectations that should be addressed.   Some of those are 

stated below.   

2. The search for a consensus bill.  Mostly members of the Democratic caucus expressed 

their desire to find a bill that would unite both factions.  Many of them recognize the need 

to take action, but are having problems deciding against Congresswoman Nydia 

Velazquez.    

3. The taxing situation is unclear. Particularly in the Senate, a prevailing question was “how 

do you envision the tax arrangement if Puerto Rico becomes a state?”  It is an important 

consideration to establish from the onset as many members have yet to make up their 

mind, but are paying close attention to these types of questions.  

4. The SSI provision as a conversation starter.  Because of the attention garnered by the 

United States of America v. Jose Luis Vaello-Madero case, congressional leadership 

moved to include Puerto Rico as a recipient of the SSI program in it’s Build Back Better 

Bill.  A wide number of Congressmembers are very attentive to this matter and brought 

the issue up for discussion.  In our view, it is a unique opportunity to outline the inequality 

of the US Citizens in Puerto Rico, and demonstrate that this unequal treatment also 

happens with a vast array of federal programs.   

5. Delegates are canvassing effectively.  It is important to note that some of the 

congressional offices we visited had received or had scheduled a visit by other members 

of the delegation.  This includes Melinda Romero, Roberto Lefranc, Zoraida Buxo and 

Mayita Melendez, in addition to other extended members of the delegation.  
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Communications, Media and Messaging (Social Media, Other Media) 
 

Effective communications, media and messaging are the cornerstone to enhancing the 

bandwidth of the effort.  It is clear that there is plenty of obstacles present in local media in order 

to amplify the actions that are being taken. With that in mind, there are several ways to leverage 

our situation based on the understanding that the majority of the People in Puerto Rico1 and the 

majority of those in the states want equality and statehood for the Island. 

 

Messaging and Op-Eds:  The constant efforts with our extended delegation to discuss, distribute 

and polish messaging is an on-going effort.  At this point, we have been able to isolate the critical 

messages for media, social media and engagement with leadership.  A few one-pagers developed 

by the delegation and by PRFAA.  In addition,  opinion or editorials are a unique place to establish 

a coherent position so that people can discuss the substance behind it.  As an example, we 

recently published an op-ed in Vidya on Voting Rights for Puerto Rico and DC.   The article made 

the point that by rejecting the will of the people of Puerto Rico, you are opposing voting rights.  

It concludes by saying “If you are waging a fight for voting rights, do it for all Americans. No 

exceptions, no excuses. Otherwise it is just political rhetoric at best, and blatant hypocrisy at 

worst.”  The full article can be seen in Appendix. 

 

Direct engagement with local media:  our efforts have produced several media stories (Noticel, 

2021; , Notiuno, 2021(2), Pr,Telemundo, 2021, Noticel, 2021(2), Redaccion Vocero, 2021; 

Marrero, 2021; Cybernews, 2021; , Telemundo Utah, 2021; Marrero, 2021 (2)).  In addition, we 

have participated in several media programs to outline the efforts of the delegation.   These 

include: 

• 11/3 Notiuno “Sin Ataduras” with Zulma Rosario, Esq:  detailing the efforts that were to 

be executed in Washington DC for Impacto Estadista. 

• 11/23 Guitarreno:  Brief description of consensus proposal. 

 
1 https://elecciones2020.ceepur.org/Escrutinio_General_93/index.html#es/default/PLEBISCITO_Resumen.xml 
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• 11/24 Al Día (Mega TV) with Leo Diaz, 2 hour program detailing the pro-statehood efforts 

of the delegation 

• 11/26 Notiuno “Sin Ataduras” with Zulma Rosario, Esq: Detailed discussion of novel 

consensus proposal. 

Of note, we expect to announce other novel media initiatives by the next quarter.   

 

Social media: Social media becomes a powerful tool in leu of local media availability and 

opportunities.    First, there are several online forums that were employed to discuss our work as 

delegates.   

• Lcda. Roxanna Aguilu  

• 10/29 Punto de Vista (https://fb.watch/a9uynKQXqC/)  

 

We have also embarked on several workshop and training sessions for extended delegates that 

want to engage on social media.   

 

Of important note, we have also enabled a Facebook page for the work performed by our office. 

This portal has over 120,000 followers (https://www.facebook.com/RosselloCongress).   

Combining this effort with our other social media platforms, we have an audience of over 650,000 

people.   Special thanks to delegate Rosa Velez for her support with social media platforms.   

 

Newsletter:  In order to inform constituents of the progress done by the delegation, several 

members of our team produced the first newsletter that was distributed extensively in November 

2021.  Our gratitude to Maria Rivadulla and Maver Rivas whom spearheaded this effort and made 

it a reality.   

 

National media efforts:  One important area being worked on by the extended delegation is the 

penetration and participation on regional, state and national media outlets. This is still a work in 

progress.   
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Event Planning  
 

Event planning allows citizen engagement and continuous deployment of actions to further our 

cause.  It is important to note that many of these activities and events would have been 

impossible without the overwhelming support of Delegate Maver Rivas (PA).   

 

51x51 initiative:  On September 15, we  announced that during the next 51 days there would be 

an ongoing manifestation in front of the White House for 51 minutes, supporting equality and 

statehood for Puerto Rico.  The effort was completed and successful.  Delegates and citizens from 

over 12 states came to Washington DC to participate.  The image below shows a collage of most 

of the participants.  To all who participated, our gratitude for your passion and commitment.   

 

 
Collage of the daily participants in the 51x51 effort (credit:  Delegate L. Ramos) 
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The initiative garnered media attention as well (Telemundo, 2021; Marrero, 2021(2); , 

Noticentro.TV,2021).  The event also was leveraged by the women’s visit to DC (September), the 

youth effort (November), and Impacto Estadista (final day).   Elected delegates Melinda Romero, 

Mayita Melendez and Roberto Lefranc were part of the initiative.   

 

 

The objective of the public effort was to draw attention to the lack of 

equal rights, voting rights, the fact that Puerto Rico already voted for 

statehood, and a call for action.   While the first iteration of the activity 

concluded on November 7th, there are plans to continue the effort 

metatextually in other formats.   Interestingly enough, many groups that 

opposed the efforts and even ridiculed them, ended up imitating and 

following (side image).   

 

 

Hunger for 51:  Thanks to the leadership and 

commitment of Delegate and Veteran Nixon Rosado, 

two hunger strikes were performed for 51 hours.  The 

first one was done starting October 9th followed by one 

that culminated on Veteran’s Day (November 11th).  

Nixon notified his efforts through an online video, 

traveled to Washington DC, and was outside the White 

House, requesting action.   Specifically, this effort has 

been geared towards getting project HR.1522 through 

the Natural Resources Committee.   Nixon spoke with 

several Congressmembers from both sides of the isle.   

 
Nixon Rosado on his first “Take it to the 

Floor” hungers strike. 

 

Nixon and his brethren are committed to continue on with this effort, as other delegates join in 

for future initiatives.   
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Supporting Roberto Lefranc in his Youth 

Initiative:  Spearheaded by Roberto 

Lefranc,  a group of 51 young citizens 

advocating for equal rights and statehood 

came to Washington DC (November 1st -

5th, 2021).  The activity was very successful 

(Notiuno, 2021(3)) Our office collaborated 

by coordinating a pre congressional visit 

event, where the elected delegates spoke 

and addressed various issues regarding 

statehood and public policy in general.    

 

 
Group of participants from the youth impact effort, 

outside the White House.   

 

Impacto Estadista:  Impacto estadista was a 3 day event that included several activities and work 

sessions. 250 delegates from 12 states came to Washington DC to participate on the event. The 

first stop was the closing of the 51x51 event in front of the Whitehouse.   Later that day, 

numerous members of the Delegation met in front of the World War II and Lincoln Memorial, to 

pay tribute to our Veterans. There are over 100,000 veterans in the Island that currently don’t 

have the same benefits as those in the mainland.   Delegates Dr. Eugenio Matias, Evelyn Ashbrook 

and “Capacete” offered remarks.  

 

That afternoon we had the first in-person workshop meeting for the extended delegates.  Here 

we discussed the vision, mission, objectives and actions.  Together, we developed a tentative 

timeline for the next year.  Our appreciation to House Representative and Misión Estadista 

Director Jose Aponte for participating in these events.  In addition, we would like to thank the 

Executive Director from PRFAA and her staff for support in setting up the workshop.  Lastly, 

thanks to Delegates Mayita Melendez, Roberto Lefranc and Melinda Romero for their hard work 

and commitment to making this event happen.   
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Demonstration outside of SCOTUS:  On November 9th,  SCOTUS listened to the arguments for the 

Vaello Madero case.   In an effort to support Vaello Madero and his cause, a group of delegates 

went outside the Supreme Court and made a demonstration.   Permits were solicited (Appendix) 

and granted to our extended delegation.  Special thanks to Samuel Rodriguez, Veteran and 

member of the extended delegation for his help setting up this event.   

 

Submission of the complaint to the United States Commission on Civil Rights:   After working on 

several changes to the complaint, our delegation signed and submitted a copy of the complaint 

to the United States Commission on Civil Rights.   This was a symbolic presentation, as the official 

complaint was submitted online earlier that morning.   

 

District Visits:   In order to execute district visits, proper logistics have to be employed.   As such, 

several members of our delegation were critical in the design and execution of these important 

Grassroot events in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New York, Florida, 

Texas, Virginia, DC and Maryland.  Special thanks to delegates Vivian Rivera Moreno (RI) 

Gabriel Lopez (PA), Janice Negron (FL), Evelyn Ashbrook (VA), Dr. Eugenio Matias (MD),  Dr. Carlos 

Padilla (DC), Miguel Ortiz (TX) and Zoraida Velez (FL). 

 

Canvassing Events:  Canvassing events named “Delegates takeover” were performed in several 

municipalities in the island: Bayamon (organized by delegates Abnerys Soto and William Velez),  

Guaynabo (organized by delegates Gladys Romero and Margarita Vives), Guayama/Cayey 

(organized by delegates Erwin Ferri and Rosita Benitez), Salinas (organized by delegates Rafael 

Leon, Lesbia Luna and Ramon Perez), San Juan (organized by Irma Rodriguez) and Mayaguez 

organized by (delegate Claribel Casiano and municipal president Tania Lugo).  These canvassing 

events served as recruiting hotspots for delegates and as an information hub to distribute the 

actions taken by the delegation.   
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Presence in Statehood Convention:  Members 

of the extended delegation participated in the 

statehood convention (November 17th,2021) 

in order to recruit and divulge the actions 

taken by the delegation.  Special thanks to 

Delegates Oscar Pagan, Maver Rivas, Mari 

Cross, Astrid Green, Dania Carpena Ruth 

Torres y Luis Ramos amongst others for their 

time and dedication to this event (side image).   

 

 

Townhall in Bayamon: After the President of the House reversed his own petition and cowered 

from having a hearing, we proceeded to make the presentation publicly in Bayamon (Rivera, 

2021) .   The presentation is in Appendix  and the video can be seen here:  

https://www.facebook.com/noticentrowapa/videos/554330295654055/ 
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Legal Path 
 

In addition to the political and policy path, the legal avenue presents an opportunity to highlight 

the inherent limitations and inequalities present in the colonial territory.  Last quarter, we 

focused on the United States of America v. Jose Luis Vaello-Madero case.  As previously 

mentioned, we submitted an amicus brief (as a delegation) and collaborated with other groups 

in creating traction for this effort. We had stipulated that this was an important injunction point 

and if enough pressure was created, there would be a desired response.  The resulting pressure 

by all groups provoked congressional leadership to include SSI for Puerto Rico in their Build 

Back Better bill (Balmaceda, 2021).  We continue to await the Supreme Court of the United States 

decision on the matter, and follow up diligently on the matter in Congress (see Congressional 

Effort sections).   

 

Additionally, as an extended delegation effort, we submitted an complaint to the United States 

Commission on Civil Rights (see Appendix for the Complaint).   Although it was a group effort by 

delegates from 12 states, we want to express our gratitude to Delegate Roxana Soto Aguilu for 

her comments and insights on this issue.   Below you will find a brief introduction to the complaint 

and two of the main claims: 

 

1. The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights has, for over sixty years, been charged by Congress 

to inform development of national civil rights policy and enhance enforcement of federal 

civil rights laws. The bipartisan, independent Commission has jurisdiction over voting 

rights as well as discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, age, disability, national 

origin, or in the administration of justice. The Commission monitors federal enforcement 

of civil rights laws in addition to evaluating the need for improved or changed federal civil 

rights law or policy. The Commission, including its 56 Advisory Committees for all 50 

states, the District of Columbia, and five U.S. territories, publishes reports following 
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investigations; the Commission’s reports include findings and recommendations to 

inform the President, Congress, and the public on important civil rights issues. 

2. On April 2, 1900, U.S. President McKinley signed a civil law that established a civilian 

government in Puerto Rico. This law was known as the Foraker Act for its sponsor, Joseph 

Benson Foraker (an Ohio statesman), and also as the Organic Act of 1900. The new 

government had a governor and an executive council appointed by the President, a House 

of Representatives with 35 elected members, a judicial system with a Supreme Court, and 

a non-voting Resident Commissioner in Congress. In addition, all federal laws of the 

United States were to be in effect on the island. The first civil governor of the island 

under the Foraker Act was Charles H. Allen, inaugurated on May 1, 1900 in San Juan, 

Puerto Rico. 

3. On March 2, 1917, President Woodrow Wilson signed the Jones-Shafroth Act. This law 

gave Puerto Ricans U.S. citizenship. The Jones Act separated the Executive, Judicial, and 

Legislative branches of Puerto Rican government, provided civil rights to the individual, 

and created a locally elected bicameral legislature. 

4. With the approval of the Jones -Shafroth Act, and the ratification of the Puerto Rico’s 

Constitution, the Government  develop and exercise their responsibility to call the people 

of Puerto Rico for elections and plebiscites in all the political matters that are important 

and biding with the will of the people Puerto Rico, until today.  

5. On March 23, 1971, Congress passed the XXVI Amendment  (THE RIGHT TO VOTE FOR 

U.S. CITIZENS) and ratified on July 1, 1971. It recognizes and order:  

SECTION 1. “The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or 



 

Rosselló Nevares 47 

older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on 

account of age. 

SECTION 2. “The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 

legislation”. 

6. For 104 years, until the present day the people of Puerto Rico have been consistently 

by our federal government deprived and suppressed as U.S. Citizens to exercise our civil 

and constitutional right to vote for any federal election in the United States. It is time 

that this Commission recognize the intentionally voting suppression as U.S. Citizens by 

the federal government of the United States of America as the daily and systematically 

violation of the people of Puerto Rico will proved in the last plebiscite of 2020 by the 

Puerto Rico’s Legislature.  

Excerpts from Claims: 

 

The Puerto Rico Senate President, Hon. José Luis Dalmau Santiago, has stated that he 

does not recognize the validity of the plebiscite held on November 3, 2020. He has also 

taken affirmative actions to obstruct the efforts made by, among others, the Extended 

Delegation, for the recognition of the aforementioned electoral result. Hon. José Luis 

Dalmau Santiago is the President of the Popular Democratic Party which advocates for the 

“Commonwealth” or the status quo. (See Exhibit).  This is a clear form of voter suppression, 

that undermines the civil rights of the People of Puerto Rico.   

And,  

 

The Speaker of the Puerto Rico House of Representatives, Hon. Rafael “Tatito” Hernández 
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Montañez, has also undermined the rights of his constituents by participating in these 

affirmative actions directed towards annulling the pro-Statehood majority vote: 

“Previous, non-binding exclusionary electoral events managed by partisan fanaticism 

have wasted both our time and limited resources”. (See Exhibit 6). Hon. Rafael “Tatito” 

Hernández Montañez is an active member of the Popular Democratic Party, which 

supports the “Commonwealth” or status quo. (See Exhibit 7). These individuals are 

lobbying against the democratically exercised vote of the people of Puerto Rico and 

undermining it, and, in turn, all the benefits that accompany Statehood, including the right 

to vote. Interestingly enough, most the Complainants are paid no money for defending 

the democratic determination of the citizens of Puerto Rico, but the state legislators 

opposing said democratic determination use the money paid to them as public officials 

to undermine the majority decision and waste public funds by obstructing the will of the 

people and restricting their civil rights (emphasis supplied). The legislators of the Popular 

Democratic Party, using public resources and their political power, are violating rights 

established in the Puerto Rico and United States Constitutions by disobeying and treating 

as void the democratic order of the people. These actions constitute a self-coup that also 

violates the principle of government by consent. 

 

We have followed up on several occasions with the Commission on this matter and await their 

response.   
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Coalition building:  Rallying Support from Organizations 
As part of our mission and objectives, we seek to reach out to a variety of organizations that have 

influence in Congress, and have them champion the cause of equality and statehood for Puerto 

Rico. As with the congressional meetings several of these are currently open-ended discussions.    

 

As of December 26th, our office has engaged with 14 organizations.  There have been follow up 

discussions with most of them.   

 

Participation in forums 
 

In addition to participating in the public town-hall in Puerto Rico, we engaged in various forums. 

 

 

 

In addition, we have had 

conversations with Academia to 

participate in forums. We have 

engaged four institutions in 

conversations to establish 

colloquiums around the status 

issue. Recently, I was invited to give 

a colloquium presentation at a local 

university in the DC-Metro area.   

In addition, we the delegates that identify as members of the Democratic party recently had an 

interaction with the executive committee to discuss current work and future objectives.   We also 

participated in the VGG999 event in October under the colloquium talk “Puerto Rico, a 

geopolitical blackhole” 

 

 



 

Rosselló Nevares 50 

 
Forum discussion with the Puerto Rico Democratic Executive Committee.   
 

Forum participation is an area of future growth.   Opportunities area being aligned and designed 

for the next year.    
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Path forward and Road Map 
 

In the previous report, we laid down the foundation for a vision and a path forward (Figure 8).  

Here we reiterate those goals, but make a specific road map for the next year.  Figure 7 shows 

this road map, which is depicted as a time-line for clarity, with previous events embedded into 

the visual.  It is important to note that a critical aspect of this design is the continuity and 

development of the 8 established objectives along with the growth of the Extended Delegation 

(top of image).  In addition, we have placed Extended Delegation growth expectations as well.  

However, here we emphasize on 4 key milestone actions and two critical congressional decision 

tree elements and our response to them.   It is our view that the proper execution and response 

to these actions will determine how effective we can be moving forward the agenda for the cause 

of equality. 

 

Four critical milestone events and actions: 

 

1. Delegates take over events and structural state/district organization:  As mentioned in 

the events section, delegates have already executed a pilot effort on this initiative.  The 

idea behind it is simple:  empower delegates to canvas, communicate, recruit and create 

events, while also establishing a structure for local execution.    

2. Toma del Congreso part 2:  In 2013, we embarked on an effort to impact the whole of 

Congress in a single event.  This event requires significant planification and proper 

execution.  As an added challenge,  the pandemic still looms and there are security 

challenges in the Capitol Campus due to the events of January 6, 2021 (ref).  However, 

this type of initiative is powerful.  A novel element will be the participation of constituents 

(voters) from the districts the Congressmembers represent.   Although we do not have a 

set date as of yet, our goal will be to have this event performed between the first and 

second quarter of 2022. 

3. 1st Equality Summit in Washington DC: A proposal by member of the Extended 

Delegation, Beatriz Areizaga—the  idea is to have a multi-day event where we can 
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highlight the inequality that is experienced by US citizens that reside in Puerto Rico. The 

event will include workshops, action items, keynote speakers and other activities.  The 

goal will be to shed light into our current colonial predicament,  propose a path forward, 

and align on actions prior to the mid-term elections.  This would likely be the largest 

endeavor executed by our office and Extended Delegation.  Our targeted date is the 

summer of 2022. 

4. Deploy district campaigns:  Based on the evidence accumulated by the summer of 2022, 

we will deploy an effective action initiative into several US Congressional Districts to 

provide support for champions of the equality and statehood causes.    

 

Two critical decisions and actions made by Congressional Leadership: 

 

1. Is there a path towards a consensus bill? The answer to this question may provide a 

catalytical effect on the decolonization effort.  Media outlets have discussed Leader 

Hoyer’s desire to have a so-called consensus bill.  In reality, it looks more like an effort to 

see if the main authors of both projects can agree on a single bill.  Mr. Hoyer has 

established a 60 day timeline to arrive at a consensus.  Although it might seem as a long-

shot to get the two opposing factions to arrive at accords, it is certainly worth the effort.   

We have proposed an alternative solution that combines both HR.1522 and HR.2070.   

Alternatively, we have also posed the stressor proposal of Statehood vs. Independence 

with a Caveat. If Statehood wins,  and Congress does not act in a prescribed period of 

time, the Island is granted independence.   These proposals are elaborated in the Novel 

Consensus Proposal for A Status Bill section.  Regardless of the choice, one thing is clear:  

If there is a consensus bill, a unique opportunity presents itself to not only get the bill out 

of Committee, but also have it passed in Congress.  This means that all efforts should be 

directed to the concentrated time-line of action prior to the mid-term elections, to garner 

support and to have chambers vote on the matter.  If not, the course of action continues 

as is, since our efforts have been focused on getting HR.1522 passed.   
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2. Will the bill make it out of the Natural Resources Committee? The Natural Resources 

Committee has been a bottleneck for Status Bills.  In the past, the reasoning was that 

Puerto Ricans had yet to decide.  Now, the reasoning is that there are two projects that 

divide the support.   If the committee evaluates the bills (HR.1522 vs. HR.2070), it is 

incumbent that the efforts focus on amassing the sufficient number of supporters for 

HR.1522.  As of December 26th, there are eight co-sponsors of the bill in the Natural 

Resources Committee (four for HR.2070, and four sponsoring both). Comprehensive lists 

of Congressional Support for both bills can be found in the Appendix.  If there is a 

consensus bill, there would already (presumably) be sixteen co-sponsors, which would 

focus the effort on achieving the remainder of the support.  This task would be easier, as 

some members have decided to stand pat in order to avoid altercations and disputes 

between the two factions.   But what if the NRC decides not to take action? What then?  

Here is where local action needs to be taken and the mid-term elections achieve a 

stronger sense of successful execution. We propose that at this juncture, behind the 

leadership of Governor Pedro Pierluisi, an effort is made between independence 

supporters and statehooders, similar to what was achieved with Boricua Ahora Es2.  

Although the majority in the house is controlled by the Colonialist Party, it stands to 

reason that there are a few members of the PPD that would like an independence-based 

association. This could provide an opportunity to rally anti-colonialist factions and 

perhaps have the local legislature provide a resolution that serves the Congress on their 

petition to take action on the matter of eradicating colonialism.   A secondary action 

would be to appeal to the international bodies on the single narrative that the US is being 

stagnant resolving the colonial status of Puerto Rico.   Generating an external pressure 

effort that combines (1) electoral considerations, (2) international shaming and (3) local 

rallying, can provide a strong basis to respond to the inadequate actions of Congress, 

should they choose this path. 

 

 
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boricua_¡Ahora_Es! 
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These actions will mark the path forward in the status debate and the social justice movement 

for equality for the People of Puerto Rico.    

 

Reiterating our Long-term view:  Equality and National Puerto Rican Network (3-6 years) 

Farther away in time, specifics are less clear.  However, following suite with the short and mid-

term objectives, it is critical that we have lofty aspirations.  First, the having a self-sustaining 

national network that supports equality and statehood for Puerto Rico.  This is a critical effort 

that is primed by the delegation, but whose legacy should prevail thereafter.   Secondly, at this 

juncture, if we have not done so yet, we must have embarked on a path to statehood, supported 

by congress and The President of the United States.   
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Figure 8 :Timeline representation of short, mid and long-term objectives. 
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Expenses 
 

Our office has declined salary and reimbursement of expenses.  We have also shouldered the 

costs of administrative, clerical, travel and programming efforts.   Below is a summary. 

 

Income/ Salary: $ 0.00 

Reimbursements: $0.00 

 

Website costs: The delegate shoulders the cost 

Stationary and business cards: The delegate shoulders the cost 

Office: The delegate shoulders the cost 

Travel:  The delegate shoulders the cost 

Pins: The delegate shoulders the cost 

Identification Cards:  The delegate shoulders the cost 

Mailing costs: The delegate shoulders the cost 

Room reservations for events:  The delegate shoulders the cost 

Administrative and clerical costs: Performed by the delegate; the delegate shoulders the cost 

Council for Amicus Brief and complaint: Pro-bono 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL COST TO THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO:  $0.00 
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Letter to the Executive Director and Governor, salary decline 
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Colleague letters  (sample) 
 

I. Sample letter to supporter 
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II. Letter to undecided  
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Public Law (167-2020) 
 

Ley Núm. 167 del año 2020 
 

(P. de la C. 2605); 2020, ley 167 
  

Ley para crear la Delegación Congresional de Puerto Rico. 
Ley Núm. 167 de 30 de diciembre de 2020 

  
Para establecer la “Ley para crear la Delegación Congresional de Puerto Rico”; a los 

fines de disponer las reglas para la celebración de una elección especial en la que 
se elegirá dos (2) delegados especiales al Senado de Estados Unidos y cuatro (4) 
delegados especiales a la Cámara de Representantes de Estados Unidos que 
representarán a Puerto Rico ante el Congreso para exigir que se respete el 
mandato electoral a favor de la Estadidad y que se proceda a admitir a Puerto 
Rico como un Estado de Estados Unidos de América; disponer las facultades y 
deberes de dichos delegados especiales; facultar a la Comisión Estatal de 
Elecciones, conforme a derecho; y para otros fines relacionados. 

                                                                              
EXPOSICIÓN DE MOTIVOS 

  
I.       Trasfondo Histórico 
  
El pasado 3 de noviembre de 2020, el Pueblo de Puerto Rico mayoritariamente 

votó para que Puerto Rico sea admitido como un Estado de Estados Unidos de América. 
La voluntad del Pueblo debe respetarse y el Gobierno debe enfocar sus esfuerzos en 
hacer cumplir su mandato. Este mandato, ratifica lo que el Pueblo de Puerto Rico 
expresó en las urnas en los años 2012 y 2017. No hay excusas para oponerse a dicho 
mandato que fue avalado por una mayoría absoluta de los electores que ejercieron su 
derecho al voto. La mayoría del Pueblo avaló claramente la Estadidad en el plebiscito 
del 2020, por lo que no se puede argumentar el ataque infundado que algunos sectores 
le hicieron a la consulta del año 2012. Además, la participación en este plebiscito fue 
abrumadora, por lo que no se puede argumentar el ataque infundado de algunos sectores 
a la consulta del año 2017.  

  
La historia moderna de Puerto Rico, particularmente durante los pasados 122 

años, ha tenido una constante: la desigualdad de sus residentes en comparación con los 
ciudadanos que residen en los demás estados. La causa de esa desigualdad es el estatus 
territorial de la Isla. No debemos perpetuar la desigualdad. El pueblo en las pasadas 
consultas del 2012, 2017 y 2020 ha apoyado la visión de igualdad de derechos que 
promueve el Partido Nuevo Progresista y nuestra administración tiene como política 
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pública conseguir la igualdad para los 3.2 millones de ciudadanos americanos que 
residen en Puerto Rico.  

  
La lucha por la igualdad no debe tener pausa. Las grandes luchas de derechos 

civiles, especialmente durante los pasados 100 años, no han tomado un descanso 
independientemente de las circunstancias históricas. Aunque la lucha de muchos grupos 
continúa en los estados y en muchos países, Puerto Rico tiene que cruzar el umbral de 
esa lucha y exigir el derecho al voto y la igualdad que solo garantiza la Estadidad. Ello, 
como reconocimiento de que queremos y exigimos gozar de todos los derechos y 
responsabilidades como ciudadanos americanos. De hecho, mientras más se tarde la 
lucha por la igualdad, mayor será la brecha política, social y económica entre los que 
viven en el territorio y los que están en el continente. Atrasar la igualdad equivale a 
alejarla.  

  
II.    El significado político de la Estadidad para Puerto Rico 
  
En el aspecto político, como estado tendremos voz y voto en el Congreso con al 

menos cuatro representantes y dos senadores que defiendan con poder real, producto 
del sufragio universal de los electores puertorriqueños, los intereses de sus 
constituyentes ante el Gobierno Federal. Podremos votar por el presidente de Estados 
Unidos, lo que representa un gran atractivo político a nivel nacional: al tratarse del 
primer estado de mayoría poblacional hispana con amplia participación en ambos 
partidos nacionales. Con el poder del voto presidencial, podremos exigirles al 
presidente y a los candidatos a la presidencia de ambos partidos –como lo hacen todos 
los estados- que nos traten en igualdad de condiciones y que nos rindan cuentas. Con la 
Estadidad, aseguraremos la única fórmula de unión permanente con Estados Unidos. 
Así lo reconoce la Constitución pues le autoriza al Congreso disponer y hasta 
deshacerse de sus territorios al amparo de la cláusula territorial. En fin, el único estatus 
permanente e indisoluble dentro de Estados Unidos, según lo ha reconocido el Tribunal 
Supremo de Estados Unidos, es la Estadidad.  

  
III. El significado de la Estadidad para nuestra ciudadanía americana 
  
Con la Estadidad, tendremos una ciudadanía permanente e irrevocable. La 

ciudadanía americana para las futuras generaciones de puertorriqueños en nuestro 
archipiélago no está garantizada bajo el estatus actual colonial. Un Congreso no puede 
obligar a un Congreso futuro y un territorio puede ser separado de la Unión. Bajo 
nuestro estatus actual, nuestra ciudadanía es el resultado de la ley Jones de 1917, la cual 
puede ser derogada por el Congreso. Pero al convertirnos en un Estado, los ciudadanos 
americanos en Puerto Rico tendrán la protección de ser ciudadanos bajo la Enmienda 
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XIV de la constitución y, por lo tanto, participarán de todos los derechos, beneficios y 
obligaciones que la misma concede.  

  
IV. El impacto social de la Estadidad 
  
Con la Estadidad, Puerto Rico recibirá ayudas federales bien garantizada por la 

Constitución de Estados Unidos cuando Puerto Rico se convierta en un Estado y la 
ciudadanía de nuestros residentes estaría en igualdad de condiciones con los estados. 
Nuestros sectores más necesitados serán tratados en igualdad de condiciones en 
programas y servicios gubernamentales críticos como: la salud 
(en Medicaid y Medicare), la nutrición, las ayudas sociales, la vivienda, la 
infraestructura, beneficios para nuestros veteranos, retirados, y la seguridad pública. La 
estabilidad que alcanzaremos como estado incentivará la inversión y la creación de 
empleos en la Puerto Rico al eliminar la inestabilidad e incertidumbre que representa el 
estatus actual.  

  
V.    El impacto económico de la Estadidad 
  
La estabilidad política que conlleva la unión permanente representa un ambiente 

de estabilidad de inversión. Así quedó demostrado por el súbito crecimiento económico 
que experimentaron Alaska y Hawái después de sus respectivas admisiones como 
estados. La distancia entre Hawái y la costa Oeste de Estados Unidos continentales es 
2.5 veces más lejana (2,760 millas) que la que separa a Puerto Rico de la costa Este de 
Estados Unidos continentales (1,150 millas).  

  
Aun así, por su belleza natural, clima y atractivos turísticos –características que 

comparte con Puerto Rico- y por la estabilidad que trajo consigo la Estadidad, el 
promedio de ingreso por hogar en Hawái ronda por los $70,000 por año, el séptimo más 
alto en la Nación, mientras que en Puerto Rico es mucho menor que el del estado más 
pobre, Mississippi. Estudios recientes reflejan que aun cuando la economía nacional 
tiene proyecciones positivas de crecimiento, especialmente en su producto nacional 
bruto, la economía local tiene un pronóstico negativo. Aun luego de la pandemia del 
COVID-19, se ha proyectado un crecimiento económico a nivel nacional sin 
precedentes y la Isla –como territorio– tiene una proyección de continua contracción.  

  
VI. Protegiendo Nuestra Cultura e Idioma 
  
La Estadidad, lejos de relegar nuestro patrimonio cultural a un segundo plano, lo 

fortalecerá́. Estados Unidos es el segundo país de mayor habla hispana en el mundo. 
Hay 50 millones de americanos que hablan español y que residen en Estados Unidos. 
En ningún país sudamericano, centro americano, ni en España, hay tantos 
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hispanoparlantes como en Estados Unidos. Sólo México tiene una población mayor. 
Aun así, a ningún estado se le ha requerido que establezca el inglés como su único 
idioma oficial. De hecho, la Décima Enmienda a la Constitución de Estados Unidos 
prohíbe tal acción. En la actualidad, varias jurisdicciones en Estados Unidos 
continentales reconocen otros idiomas como idiomas oficiales. Sin embargo, la referida 
enmienda protege el poder de los estados, no de los territorios. De hecho, ya como 
territorio, el Congreso requirió que el idioma de enseñanza en nuestro sistema de 
instrucción pública fuese el inglés y ello porque la cláusula territorial –la misma que 
impera hoy– se lo permite. Hoy, más puertorriqueños viven en los estados que en el 
archipiélago y ello no ha sido impedimento para que conserven nuestra cultura y 
costumbres.  

  
De igual forma, nada detendrá nuestro folklore y nuestra puertorriqueñidad. 

Nuestras costumbres y tradiciones se mantendrán inalteradas con la admisión de Puerto 
Rico como un estado de la Unión. Dos ejemplos de lo anterior son Hawái y Alaska, 
estados muy particulares y que llevan muy a fondo sus tradiciones y costumbres 
milenarias: adquiridas en distintas identidades nacionales que van mucho más lejanas 
que las nuestras, por haber sido formadas antes del encuentro con las culturas europeas. 

  
VII.          Estadidad: Derribando Mitos 
  
Por años, los detractores de la Estadidad han creado un mito sobre el proceso de 

la Estadidad para Puerto Rico. Por ello, con la aprobación de esta Ley, lucharemos con 
éstos para que el pueblo, tanto en el continente como en Puerto Rico, se sienta confiado 
que con su voto a favor del sí, alcanzaremos la Estadidad. Es decir, lucharemos por 
defender el voto mayoritario del Pueblo. Distinto a lo que proyectan los detractores de 
la Estadidad, la mayoría de los habitantes del continente y en los estados favorecen la 
Estadidad para Puerto Rico. Recientemente, una encuesta nacional reflejó que sobre el 
60% de los estadounidenses dijeron que favorecen la Estadidad para Puerto Rico.  

  
De los 5 partidos que se postularon en la anterior elección general, sólo el Partido 

Nuevo Progresista solicitó un voto por la Estadidad en las elecciones generales y 
propuso una serie de medidas para asegurar que se cumpla el mandato del Pueblo.  

  
La propuesta que defendió la votación por Sí a la Estadidad incluye: 
  

o   Que el Gobernador y la Comisionada Residente lleven a la capital federal 
los resultados de la consulta. 
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o   Realizar una campaña en medios nacionales a favor de la igualdad y sobre 
el respeto a la voluntad mayoritaria de los puertorriqueños. 

o   Presentar los resultados en los foros nacionales e internacionales como la 
Organización de Naciones Unidas y la Organización de Estados 
Americanos, entre otros. 

o   Junto a la Comisionada Residente, se creará una Comisión para identificar 
y presentar al Congreso aquellas leyes federales necesarias para incluir a 
Puerto Rico como Estado. 

o   Se establecerá una Delegación Congresional de Puerto Rico desde el año 
2021 para fortalecer nuestros representantes con el mandato electoral. 
Según fue propuesto en el Programa de Gobierno, se realizará una 
elección especial para que el Pueblo directamente escoja la delegación que 
representará a Puerto Rico para exigir al Congreso que proceda a admitir 
a Puerto Rico como un Estado de Estados Unidos. 

  
La Delegación Congresional de Puerto Rico 2021-2024 será escogida en una 

votación especial administrada por la Comisión Estatal de Elecciones el 16 de mayo del 
2021 y comenzará sus labores en Washington, DC, a partir del 1 de julio del 2021. La 
papeleta contendrá́ dos columnas y estará destinada a que los electores escojan dos (2) 
delegados especiales al Senado de Estados Unidos y cuatro (4) delegados especiales a 
la Cámara de Representantes de Estados Unidos.  

  
            Los delegados deberán ser mayores de edad; dominar los idiomas español e 
inglés; cumplir con las disposiciones del Artículo 7.2 de la Ley 58-2020; ser residentes 
de Puerto Rico o de Washington, DC. Asimismo, para participar de la elección, deberán 
comprometerse bajo juramento a defender el mandato del Pueblo expresado el pasado 
3 de noviembre de exigir que Puerto Rico sea admitido como Estado de Estados Unidos; 
y deberán trabajar activamente a tiempo completo durante el término de su cargo para 
lograr ese fin. Cualquier persona que incumpla con alguno de estos requisitos podrá ser 
descalificado en el Tribunal de Primera Instancia de San Juan. Cualquier sustituto que 
sea necesario se seleccionará por elección especial administrada por la Comisión Estatal 
de Elecciones.   
             

La Ley 58-2020 y su Capítulo XI será aplicable en aquello que no sea 
incompatible con esta Ley y sus propósitos. La Delegación tendrá el cometido y 
encomienda de exigir que el Congreso proceda a admitir a Puerto Rico como estado de 
Estados Unidos de América. Los gastos permitidos de la Delegación y los salarios de 
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los delegados serán sufragados por los fondos asignados a la Administración de Asuntos 
Federales de Puerto Rico (PRFAA, por sus siglas en inglés).  

  
DECRÉTASE POR LA ASAMBLEA LEGISLATIVA DE PUERTO RICO: 
  
Artículo 1.- Título. 
  
Esta Ley se conocerá y podrá ser citada como la “Ley para crear la Delegación 
Congresional de Puerto Rico”. 
  
Artículo 2.- Propósito y Declaración de Política Pública 
  
Por tercera vez en la pasada década, el Pueblo de Puerto Rico acudió a las urnas y votó 
mayoritariamente a favor de la Estadidad. En el último plebiscito, el Pueblo respondió 
mayoritariamente “SÍ” a una pregunta muy sencilla y comprometedora: ¿Debe Puerto 
Rico ser admitido inmediatamente dentro de la Unión como un Estado? Ante esta 
situación, nuestro deber ministerial como Gobierno es respetar y defender que el 
mandato del electorado sea implementado. 
  
De conformidad con estos resultados, el propósito de esta Ley es crear una Delegación 
Congresional de Puerto Rico que llevará a cabo sus funciones a partir del 1 de julio del 
2021. Dicho mandato, se materializará mediante la celebración de una elección especial 
para que el Pueblo directamente escoja la delegación que representará a Puerto Rico 
para exigir al Congreso que proceda a admitir a Puerto Rico como Estado de Estados 
Unidos. 
Esta Delegación, se compondrá de dos (2) senadores y cuatro (4) representantes, electos 
en una elección especial. La Delegación tendrá́ el cometido de exigir que el Congreso 
proceda a admitir a Puerto Rico como estado de Estados Unidos. 
  
Artículo 3.- Disposiciones Supletorias 
  
A los fines de instrumentar electoralmente el plebiscito aquí ordenado, se utilizarán 
como supletorias a la presente Ley las disposiciones de la Ley 58-2020, según 
enmendada, conocida como “Código Electoral de Puerto Rico de 2020” y de la “Ley 
para la Fiscalización del Financiamiento de Campañas Políticas en Puerto Rico”, 
incluyendo sus respectivos reglamentos, en todo aquello que no sea campo ocupado en 
esta Ley ni la contradiga. La Ley 58-2020 y su Capítulo XI será aplicable al 
procedimiento de elección de los delegados en aquello que no sea incompatible con esta 
Ley y sus propósitos. 
  
Artículo 4.- Elección de la Delegación 
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La Delegación Congresional de Puerto Rico 2021-2024 será escogida en una elección 
especial administrada por la Comisión Estatal de Elecciones que será celebrada el 
domingo, 16 de mayo del 2021, y comenzará sus labores en Washington, DC, a partir 
del 1 de julio del 2021 hasta el 31 de diciembre del 2024.  
  
La Comisión Estatal de Elecciones anunciará la elección especial mediante proclama 
que se publicará no más tarde del 28 de febrero de 2021 en dos (2) periódicos de 
circulación general en Puerto Rico: en los idiomas español e inglés. Además del 
emblema institucional y el nombre de la Comisión Estatal de Elecciones de Puerto Rico, 
en el encabezamiento de la proclama se incluirá la fecha y el título “Ley para crear la 
Delegación Congresional de Puerto Rico”.  
  
Artículo 5.- Proclama 
  
El texto de la Proclama será el siguiente: 
  
Con la aprobación de la Ley ____-_____, conocida como la “Ley para crear la 
Delegación Congresional de Puerto Rico”, se dispuso la celebración de una elección 
especial en la que aquellos electores elegibles podrán elegir dos (2) delegados 
especiales al Senado de Estados Unidos y cuatro (4) delegados especiales a la Cámara 
de Representantes de Estados Unidos, cuya función será exigir al Congreso de Estados 
Unidos que respete y haga valer el resultado del Plebiscito de 2020 y que proceda a 
admitir a Puerto Rico como un Estado de Estados Unidos de América. Todo ciudadano 
interesado que necesite realizar alguna transacción en el Registro General de Electores 
antes de su cierre, incluyendo nuevos electores, tiene hasta cincuenta (50) días antes de 
la realización de la elección especial para actualizar su condición electoral, reactivarse 
o inscribirse para poder votar. Además, de necesitarlo, el elector, tiene hasta esa fecha 
para solicitar una transferencia, o una reubicación y solicitar Voto Ausente, Voto 
Adelantado y Voto en el Colegio de Fácil Acceso. Las Juntas de Inscripción 
Permanentes (JIP) de la Comisión Estatal de Elecciones estarán abiertas al público en 
horario regular para realizar todas estas transacciones. La Comisión Estatal de 
Elecciones, en el ejercicio que le confiere la Ley, proclama lo siguiente: 
  
PRIMERO: Fecha del Plebiscito 
  
El domingo, 16 de mayo de 2021, se realizará una elección especial para elegir dos (2) 
delegados especiales al Senado de Estados Unidos y cuatro (4) delegados especiales a 
la Cámara de Representantes de Estados Unidos, cuya función será exigir al Congreso 
de Estados Unidos que respete y haga valer el resultado del Plebiscito de 2020 y que 
proceda a admitir a Puerto Rico como un Estado de Estados Unidos de América, en 
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todos los precintos electorales y, por la presente, se convoca a participar en el mismo a 
todos los electores calificados.  
  
SEGUNDO: Horario de la Votación 
  
El proceso de votación de elección especial será en “colegio abierto”, desde las nueve 
(9:00) de la mañana y hasta las cinco (5:00) de la tarde. La "Ley Seca" aplicará 
solamente durante el mencionado horario y con las excepciones dispuestas en el Código 
Electoral de Puerto Rico. 
  
TERCERO: Papeleta de Votación 
  
Habrá una sola papeleta que contendrá dos columnas y estará destinada a que los 
electores escojan dos (2) delegados especiales al Senado de Estados Unidos y cuatro 
(4) delegados especiales a la Cámara de Representantes de Estados Unidos.  
  
CUARTO: Certificación de los Resultados 
  
La contabilización de los votos y la certificación de sus resultados por la Comisión 
Estatal de Elecciones solo se realizará conforme a la doctrina del Tribunal Supremo de 
Puerto Rico en el caso Suárez Cáceres v. Com. Estatal Elecciones, 176 DPR 31, 
(2009). El voto no emitido y el depositado en blanco sin expresión válida de intención 
del elector “de ninguna manera puede ser contado para efectos de influir o afectar el 
resultado de una elección, referéndum o plebiscito, entre otros eventos electorales”.  
  
QUINTO: Sistema de Escrutinio 
  
Para este plebiscito se utilizará el mismo sistema de escrutinio electrónico utilizado en 
las Elecciones Generales, conforme a lo dispuesto en la Resolución CEE-RS-1 5-21 
aprobada el 30 de octubre de 2015, capaz de contar los votos de forma fácil, segura y 
confiable, con mecanismos de seguridad y auditorías que garanticen transparencia en el 
proceso de votación.  
  
SEXTO: Identificación de los Electores 
  
Para poder votar en los colegios será requisito la presentación de una tarjeta de 
identificación vigente autorizada por el Código Electoral de Puerto Rico de 2020. 
También se realizará el entintado del dedo a los electores, luego de votar. 
  
SÉPTIMO: Voto Ausente y Adelantado 
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A tenor con el Código Electoral de Puerto Rico, la Comisión garantizará el derecho al 
Voto Ausente y al Voto Adelantado a todos los electores domiciliados en Puerto Rico 
calificados para esos tipos de votaciones y que lo hayan solicitado en o antes de los 
cincuenta (50) días previos a la realización del plebiscito, cuando se realiza el cierre del 
Registro.  
  
OCTAVO: Garantía del Derecho al Voto 
  
La Comisión Estatal de Elecciones proveerá medidas y remedios a los fines de 
garantizar el derecho al voto de cualquier elector que, por razones no atribuibles a este, 
sea indebidamente omitido del Registro General de Electores de Puerto Rico. 
  
Conforme al Código Electoral, la Comisión también implementará mecanismos para la 
votación de electores con impedimentos físicos, los que convalecen en hospitales y 
viviendas, y aquellos recluidos en hogares de adultos mayores o en instituciones 
penales. 
  
También conforme al Código Electoral, ningún patrono público o privado podrá 
impedir a sus empleados el derecho a votar. Si algún patrono violare la norma antes 
establecida, estará sujeto a las sanciones penales que dispone dicho Código Electoral. 
  
NOVENO: Educación y Divulgación 
  
Como parte de los esfuerzos continuos para educar y orientar a los ciudadanos y 
electores sobre todos los alcances de la Ley que instrumenta esta elección especial y de 
los procesos electorales relacionados con esta proclama, no más tarde de los cuarenta y 
cinco (45) días a partir de la aprobación de esta Ley, el Presidente de la Comisión Estatal 
de Elecciones publicará y actualizará de manera constante en el portal de Internet de 
esta Agencia un espacio prominente y titulado “Ley para crear la Delegación 
Congresional de Puerto Rico” con el contenido de esta Ley, de esta proclama y con todo 
material oficial e informativo sobre este evento electoral. 
  
DÉCIMO: Leyes Supletorias 
  
Para instrumentar electoralmente este plebiscito, se utilizarán como supletorias las 
disposiciones del Código Electoral de Puerto Rico y de la “Ley para la Fiscalización 
del Financiamiento de Campañas Políticas en Puerto Rico”, incluyendo sus respectivos 
reglamentos, en todo aquello que no sea campo ocupado por esta Ley ni afecte los 
propósitos y éxito de este evento electoral. 
  
Artículo 6.- Alternativas y Diseño de la papeleta 
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Habrá una sola papeleta que contendrá dos columnas y estará destinada a que los 
electores escojan dos (2) delegados especiales al Senado de Estados Unidos y cuatro 
(4) delegados especiales a la Cámara de Representantes de Estados Unidos.  
  
La Comisión Estatal de Elecciones, siguiendo rigurosamente las disposiciones de este 
Artículo y sin sujeción a ninguna otra ley o reglamento, diseñará e imprimirá la papeleta 
a utilizarse que deberá ser en un color sólido que no sea utilizado como color distintivo 
por ningún partido político en Puerto Rico; que tenga tamaño uniforme; impresa en tinta 
negra con todos sus textos en los idiomas inglés y español; y en papel grueso de manera 
que lo impreso en esta no se trasluzca al dorso para que pueda ser contabilizada por el 
sistema de escrutinio electrónico. 
  
No más tarde del 15 de marzo de 2021, el Presidente de la Comisión Estatal de 
Elecciones realizará los sorteos públicos para determinar el orden de los candidatos y 
candidatas en las columnas de la papeleta de votación la elección especial de 16 de 
mayo de 2021. El proceso deberá ser público y los resultados del sorteo deberán ser 
certificados por un abogado notario público. 
  
La Comisión Estatal de Elecciones diseñará la papeleta de conformidad con esta Ley y 
la Ley 58-2020, según enmendada, conocida como “Código Electoral de Puerto Rico 
de 2020” y establecerá aquellas instrucciones que procedan, de conformidad con ambos 
estatutos. 
  
Artículo 7.- Campaña de Educación 
  
La Comisión Estatal de Elecciones deberá llevar a cabo una campaña de educación 
masiva a los electores sobre esta elección especial de manera objetiva y sin favorecer a 
candidato alguno. Esta campaña deberá comenzar en o antes del 1 de marzo de 2021. 
  
Artículo 8.- Requisitos de los candidatos a ser delegados 
  
Los candidatos a ser delegados especiales deberán ser mayores de edad; dominar los 
idiomas español e inglés; cumplir con las disposiciones del Artículo 7.2 de la Ley 58-
2020; ser residentes de Puerto Rico o de Washington, DC; para participar de la elección, 
deberán comprometerse bajo juramento a defender el mandato del Pueblo expresado el 
pasado 3 de noviembre de exigir que Puerto Rico sea admitido como un Estado 
de  Estados Unidos; y deberán comprometerse, bajo juramento, a trabajar activamente 
a tiempo completo durante el término de su cargo para lograr ese fin. Cualquier persona 
que incumpla con alguno de estos requisitos podrá ser descalificado en el Tribunal de 
Primera Instancia de San Juan. Cualquier sustituto que sea necesario se seleccionará 
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por elección especial de la Comisión Estatal de Elecciones, de conformidad con las 
disposiciones que para esto establezca dicho organismo gubernamental. 
  
Artículo 9.- Fecha de radicación de candidaturas 
  
Los aspirantes al cargo de delegados deberán presentar su candidatura en o antes del 28 
de febrero del 2021. Para el 15 de marzo del 2020, los aspirantes al cargo de delegados 
deberán haber presentado ante la Comisión Estatal de Elecciones tres mil (3,000) 
peticiones de endosos. 
  
La convocatoria a la elección se hará por la Comisión Estatal de Elecciones al menos 
treinta (30) días antes del evento electoral. 
  
Artículo 10.- Votación 
  
El domingo, 16 de mayo de 2021, se realizará una elección especial para elegir dos (2) 
delegados especiales al Senado de Estados Unidos y cuatro (4) delegados especiales a 
la Cámara de Representantes de Estados Unidos, cuya función será, de conformidad 
con esta Ley, exigir al Congreso de Estados Unidos que respete y haga valer el resultado 
del Plebiscito de 2020, y que proceda a admitir a Puerto Rico como un Estado de 
Estados Unidos en todos los precintos electorales y, por la presente, se convoca a 
participar en el mismo a todos los electores calificados.  
  
La votación se llevará a cabo en colegio abierto desde las 9:00 am y hasta las 5:00 pm. 
La llamada “Ley Seca” aplicará solamente durante el mencionado horario y con las 
excepciones dispuestas en el Código Electoral de Puerto Rico 
  
La votación se llevará a cabo de conformidad con las disposiciones de esta Ley, y de la 
Ley 58-2020, según enmendada, conocida como “Código Electoral de Puerto Rico de 
2020”. 
  
Para este evento, la Comisión Estatal de Elecciones podrá consolidar centros y colegios 
de votación según las necesidades. No obstante, asegurará que se habiliten al menos 
cinco (5) centros de votación por cada distrito representativo según divididos para 
efectos de los cargos de representantes a la Cámara de Representantes de Puerto Rico. 
  
Artículo 11.- Facultades de la Comisión 
  
Los términos aplicables al manejo de la elección podrán ser modificados por la 
Comisión Estatal de Elecciones de ser necesario y razonable para lograr que se realice 
el evento electoral de forma adecuada, tomando en consideración la salud y seguridad 
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pública, pero garantizando el derecho del elector al sufragio universal de conformidad 
con la Constitución de Puerto Rico y su jurisprudencia aplicable.  
  
Artículo 12.- Deberes de los Delegados 
  
Luego de que sean certificados por la Comisión Estatal de Elecciones, los delegados 
comenzarán sus funciones el 1 de julio de 2021. Una vez comiencen sus funciones, los 
delegados presentarán un informe cada noventa (90) días sobre sus gestiones al 
Gobernador de Puerto Rico. El incumplimiento de alguno de sus deberes dará paso a 
un proceso, que podrá ser incoado por el Secretario de Justicia ante el Tribunal de 
Primera Instancia para destituir al delegado si se demuestra su incumplimiento.  
  
Artículo 13.- Gastos de los Delegados 
  
Los gastos permitidos de la Delegación y los salarios de los delegados serán sufragados 
por los fondos asignados a la Administración de Asuntos Federales de Puerto Rico 
(PRFAA, por sus siglas en inglés).  
  
Artículo 14.- Disposiciones Adicionales 
  
Las funciones de los delegados no podrán ser paralizadas conforme al Artículo 678 del 
Código de Enjuiciamiento Civil de Puerto Rico de 1933. 
  
Artículo 15.- Financiamiento de Campañas 
  
Las disposiciones de la Ley 222-2011, según enmendada, conocida como “Ley para la 
Fiscalización del Financiamiento de Campañas Políticas en Puerto Rico”, serán de 
aplicación a la elección que será celebrada en esta Ley. 
  
Artículo 16.- Reglamentación 
  
La Comisión Estatal de Elecciones y la Oficina del Contralor Electoral diseñarán y 
adoptarán, respectivamente, aquellos reglamentos, documentos y formularios 
necesarios para implementar las disposiciones de esta Ley. Para ello, se faculta a la 
Comisión Estatal de Elecciones para que apruebe toda norma, regla, reglamento, 
manual de procedimientos y carta administrativa que entienda prudente y razonable 
para administrar los eventos que mandata esta Ley, pero en todas y cada una, de dichas 
normas administrativas se mantendrá el principio establecido por el Tribunal Supremo 
de Puerto Rico en cuanto al balance electoral; entendiéndose que cada partido tendrá 
derecho al balance electoral, pero, el partido que no tenga sus funcionarios presentes 
para las distintas etapas de los procedimientos ante la Comisión, estará renunciando a 
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su representación de balance. Olvin Valentín v. CEE, CT-2020-24 y 25, ____ D.P.R. 
____ (2020), Opinión y Sentencia de 23 de noviembre de 2020. 
  
Artículo 17.- Derogación. 
  
Se deroga la Ley 30-2017, según enmendada, conocida como “Ley por la Igualdad y 
Representación Congresional de los Ciudadanos Americanos de Puerto Rico”, toda vez 
que sus disposiciones son incompatibles con las de esta Ley. 
  
Artículo 18.- Supremacía. 
  
Las disposiciones de esta Ley prevalecerán sobre cualquier otra disposición de ley que 
no estuviere en armonía con lo aquí establecido.  
  
Artículo 19.- Salvedad. 
  
Si cualquier parte de esta Ley fuese declarada nula o inconstitucional por un tribunal de 
jurisdicción y competencia, tal declaración no afectará ni invalidará el resto de la Ley 
y su efecto quedará limitado al aspecto objeto de dicho dictamen judicial.    
  
Artículo 20.-Vigencia y traducción oficial.  
  
Esta Ley entrará en vigor inmediatamente después de su aprobación. No más tarde de 
quince (15) días tras su aprobación, esta Ley será traducida por la Oficina de Servicios 
Legislativos y será remitida al Departamento de Estado de Puerto Rico, el cual emitirá 
copia fiel y exacta de dicha Ley, en ambos idiomas, español e inglés, al Presidente de 
Estados Unidos de América, y a los Presidentes de la Cámara de Representantes y el 
Senado de Estados Unidos.    
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News Letter (November 2021) 
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HR. 1522 
 

H. R. 1522 

To provide for the admission of the State of Puerto Rico into the Union. 

 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

March 2, 2021 

Mr. Soto (for himself, Miss González-Colón, Mrs. Murphy of Florida, Mr. Young, Mr. Torres of New York, 
Mr. Diaz-Balart, Mr. Raskin, Mr. Bacon, Mr. Bera, Mr. Bilirakis, Mr. Bishop of Georgia, Mr. Brendan F. 
Boyle of Pennsylvania, Mr. Carbajal, Mr. Carson, Ms. Castor of Florida, Mr. Correa, Mr. Crist, 
Mrs. Demings, Mr. Deutch, Mr. Evans, Mr. Foster, Ms. Lois Frankel of Florida, Mr. Gallego, 
Mr. Garbarino, Mr. Gimenez, Mr. Hastings, Mr. Katko, Mr. Kilmer, Mr. Krishnamoorthi, Mr. McNerney, 
Mr. Norcross, Ms. Plaskett, Mr. Posey, Mrs. Radewagen, Ms. Salazar, Mr. San Nicolas, Mr. Sessions, 
Mr. Sires, Ms. Stefanik, Mr. Swalwell, Mr. Trone, Mr. Vargas, Mr. Waltz, Ms. Wasserman Schultz, 
Ms. Wild, Ms. Wilson of Florida, Mr. Gomez, Mr. Brown, Mr. Johnson of Georgia, Mrs. Beatty, 
Mr. Beyer, Mr. Cohen, and Ms. Barragán) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Natural Resources 

 

A BILL 

To provide for the admission of the State of Puerto Rico into the Union. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Puerto Rico Statehood Admission Act”. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 

(1) United States national sovereignty in Puerto Rico was established by the Treaty of Paris 
between the United States and the Kingdom of Spain (30 Stat. 1754), signed on December 10, 
1898. 
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(2) Puerto Rico is governed by the United States under laws enacted by Congress in the 
exercise of its power to make rules and regulations governing territory belonging to the United 
States, pursuant to article IV, section 3, clause 2 of the Constitution. 

(3) For reasons of precedent primarily related to the Philippines also ceded by Spain after 
the Spanish-American War, substantially the same majority in the United States Supreme Court 
that established the “separate but equal” doctrine in Plessy v. Ferguson determined in the 1901 
Downes v. Bidwell decision that Puerto Rico was an unincorporated territory of the United 
States, a status of possession that continues today. 

(4) After agreeing to independence for the Philippines, also acquired through the Spanish-
American War, on March 2, 1917, Congress granted statutory United States citizenship to the 
residents of Puerto Rico. Such action has historically led to incorporation and eventual statehood 
but was denied to Puerto Rico due to anomalies emanating from the 1901 Downes ruling and its 
progeny, even as fellow Americans in Hawaii and Alaska attained statehood. 

(5) Puerto Rico has a territorial constitution that is republican in form and compatible with 
the United States Constitution as well as the principles of the Declaration of Independence, and 
that is equivalent to a State constitution, having been democratically ratified by the United States 
citizens of the territory on November 4, 1952, and subsequently approved by the Congress of the 
United States through Public Law 82–447. 

(6) Thirty-two territories previously have petitioned Congress for statehood based on 
democratically expressed consent of the governed, and each was duly admitted as a State of the 
Union pursuant to article IV, section 3, clause 1 of the United States Constitution, with equal 
rights and responsibilities of national and State citizenship under the United States Constitution. 

(7) Puerto Ricans have contributed greatly to the nation and its culture and distinguished 
themselves in every field of endeavor. However, the denial of equal voting representation and 
equal treatment by the Federal Government stands in stark contrast to their contributions. 

(8) Since becoming a United States territory, more than 235,000 American citizens of 
Puerto Rican heritage have served in the United States military. 

(9) Thousands of United States military service members of Puerto Rican heritage have 
received numerous medals, distinctions, and commendations of every degree, including for 
valorous military service in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 

(10) Nine United States military service members from Puerto Rico have been awarded the 
Medal of Honor, and many have been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross or the Navy 
Cross. 

(11) The 65th Infantry Regiment in Puerto Rico (known as the “Borinqueneers”) was 
awarded the Congressional Gold Medal (Public Law 113–120) for its contributions and sacrifices 
in the armed conflicts of the United States, including World War I, World War II, and the 
Korean War. 
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(12) To further recognize and pay tribute to the bravery of the Puerto Rican soldiers of the 
65th Infantry Regiment, Congress expressed support for the designation of April 13 as National 
Borinqueneers Day in the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 
116–283). 

(13) Unincorporated territory status means that Federal laws can be applied to Puerto Rico 
and its American citizens differently, on unequal and, at times inequitable terms, compared not 
only to the States and their residents, but also unlike territories that are parts of the United States. 
This has limited the development of Puerto Rico and hindered its economy. 

(14) Unincorporated territory status has resulted in millions of residents leaving Puerto Rico 
to secure equal rights of citizenship attainable only in a State, and that enable Americans to seek 
greater opportunities and a better quality of life in the States. Approximately 65 percent of all 
people of Puerto Rican origin now live in the States, with the increasing rate of population loss in 
the territory creating a severe strain on the local tax base and workforce participation. 

(15) Other than its unincorporated territory status and its unequal treatment under some 
Federal laws, Puerto Rico is socially, economically, politically, and legally integrated into the 
nation. Numerous territories admitted as States did not have as strong a record of self-
determination favoring statehood as the majority votes by American citizens in Puerto Rico 
favoring admission to the Union. 

(16) In November 2012, a majority of voters rejected continuation of the current territory 
status, and 61.2 percent of those expressing a choice on status alternatives chose statehood. 

(17) In June 2017, a vote was held to confirm the aspirations of the people of Puerto Rico. 
As advised by the United States Department of Justice, all available status options were included 
in the ballot. Amid an opposition boycott, statehood received 97 percent of the votes casted, 
while independence and the current status received less than 3 percent of the vote. 

(18) In November 2020, following Alaska and Hawaii precedent, Puerto Rico voters were 
presented with the question: “Should Puerto Rico be admitted immediately into the Union as a 
State? Yes or No”. A clear majority of 52.52 percent voted in the affirmative. 

(19) In December 2020, the Puerto Rico legislature, following the absolute majority victory 
obtained by statehood in the plebiscite, approved a Joint Resolution petitioning, on behalf of the 
People of Puerto Rico, that Congress and the President of the United States admit Puerto Rico 
into the Union as a State and appointed official representatives to manage the transition to 
statehood. 

(20) No large and populous United States territory inhabited by American citizens that has 
petitioned for statehood has been denied admission into the Union. 

SEC. 3. ADMISSION. 
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Subject to the provisions of this Act, and upon issuance of the proclamation required by 
section 7(c), the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico is hereby declared to be a State of the United 
States of America, and as such shall be declared admitted into the Union on an equal footing 
with the other States in all respects. 

SEC. 4. PHYSICAL TERRITORY. 

The State of Puerto Rico shall consist of all the islands, together with their appurtenant 
reefs, seafloor, and territorial waters in the seaward boundary, presently under the jurisdiction of 
the territory of Puerto Rico. 

SEC. 5. CONSTITUTION. 

The constitution of the State of Puerto Rico shall always be republican in form and shall not 
be repugnant to the Constitution of the United States and the principles of the Declaration of 
Independence. The constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as approved by Public 
Law 82–447 and subsequently amended, is hereby found to be republican in form and in 
conformity with the Constitution of the United States and the principles of the Declaration of 
Independence, and is hereby accepted, ratified, and confirmed as the constitution of said State. 

SEC. 6. CERTIFICATION BY PRESIDENT. 

Upon enactment of this Act, the President of the United States shall certify such fact to the 
Governor of Puerto Rico. Thereupon the Governor shall, within 30 days after receipt of the 
official notification of such approval, issue a proclamation for the election of Senators and 
Representatives in Congress. 

SEC. 7. RATIFICATION VOTE. 

(a) Ratification Of Proposition.—At an election designated by proclamation of the 
Governor of Puerto Rico, which may be either the primary or the general election held pursuant 
to section 8, or a territorial general election, or a special election, there shall be submitted to 
voters, for adoption or rejection, a ballot with the following ratification question: “Shall Puerto 
Rico immediately be admitted into the Union as a State, in accordance with terms prescribed in 
the Act of Congress approved ……….. (date of approval of this Act)?: Yes _____ No _____.”. 

(b) Certified Results.—If the foregoing proposition is adopted by a majority of the votes 
cast in the election conducted under subsection (a), the President of the State Elections 
Commission of Puerto Rico shall certify the results of the election and shall transmit the certified 
results of the election to the Governor. Not later than 10 days after the date of certification, the 
Governor shall declare the results of the election and transmit the certified results of the 
submission to the President of the United States, the President pro tempore of the Senate, and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

(c) Presidential Proclamation.—Upon receipt of the Governor’s declaration pursuant to 
subsection (b), the President of the United States shall issue a proclamation declaring certified 
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the results of the submission and the date Puerto Rico is admitted as a State of the Union on an 
equal footing with all other States, which date must follow the certification of results of the 
general elections required by section 6 of this Act, but not later than 12 months from the date on 
which the aforementioned submission results were certified in order to facilitate a transition 
process. Upon issuance of the proclamation by the President, Puerto Rico shall be deemed 
admitted into the Union as a State. 

(d) Termination Of Act If Proposition Not Adopted.—If the foregoing proposition 
is not adopted by a majority votes cast in the election conducted under subsection (a), the 
provisions of this Act shall cease to be effective. 

SEC. 8. ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The proclamation by the Governor in section 6 shall designate and announce the dates and 
other requirements for primary and general elections under applicable Federal and local law for 
representation in the Senate and the House of Representatives in accordance with the following: 

(1) In the first election of Senators, the two senatorial offices shall be separately identified 
and designated, and no person may be a candidate for both offices. Nothing in this section shall 
impair the privilege of the Senate to determine the class and term to which each of the Senators-
elect shall be assigned. 

(2) In the first election of Representatives following admission, and subsequent elections 
until the next Census-based reapportionment cycle, Puerto Rico shall be entitled to the same 
number of Representatives as the State whose most recent Census population was closest to, but 
less than, that of Puerto Rico, and such Representatives shall be in addition to the membership of 
the House of Representatives as now prescribed by law: Provided, that any such increase in the 
membership shall not operate to either increase or decrease the permanent membership of the 
House of Representatives as prescribed in the Act of August 8, 1911 (37 Stat. 13), nor shall such 
temporary increase affect the basis of apportionment established by the Act of November 15, 
1941 (55 Stat. 761; 2 U.S.C. 2a), for the Eighty-third Congress and each Congress thereafter, 
unless Congress acts to increase the total number of members of the House of Representatives. 
Thereafter, the State of Puerto Rico shall be entitled to such number of Representatives as 
provided for by applicable law based on the next reapportionment. The apportionment of 
congressional districts for the first election and subsequent election of Representatives shall be 
conducted as provided for by the Constitution and laws of Puerto Rico. 

(3) The President of the State Elections Commission of Puerto Rico shall certify the results 
of such primary and general elections to the Governor. Within 10 days of the date of each 
certification, the Governor shall declare the results of the primary and general elections, and 
transmit the results of each election to the President of the United States, the President pro 
tempore of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

SEC. 9. CONTINUITY OF LAWS, GOVERNMENT, AND OBLIGATIONS. 

Upon the admission of the State of Puerto Rico into the Union, the following shall apply: 
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(1) CONTINUITY OF LAWS.—All laws of the United States and laws of Puerto Rico not 
in conflict with this Act shall continue in full force and effect following the date of admission of 
Puerto Rico as a State of the Union. 

(2) CONTINUITY OF GOVERNMENT.—The individuals holding legislative, executive, 
and judicial offices of Puerto Rico shall continue to discharge the duties of their respective 
offices when Puerto Rico becomes a State of the Union. 

(3) CONTINUITY OF OBLIGATIONS.—All contracts, obligations, liabilities, debts, and 
claims of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and its instrumentalities shall continue in full force 
and effect as the contracts, obligations, liabilities, debts, and claims of the State of Puerto Rico 
and its instrumentalities. 

(4) TITLE TO PROPERTY.—The State of Puerto Rico and its political subdivisions, as the 
case may be, shall have and retain title to all lands and other properties, real and personal, over 
which the territory and its subdivisions presently hold title. The United States shall retain title to 
all property, real and personal, to which it presently has title, including public lands. 

SEC. 10. REPEALS. 

All Federal and territorial laws, rules, and regulations, or parts of Federal and territorial 
laws, rules, and regulations, applicable to Puerto Rico that are incompatible with the political and 
legal status of statehood under the Constitution and the provisions of this Act are repealed and 
terminated as of the date of statehood admission proclaimed by the President under section 7(c) 
of this Act. Except for those parts that are not in conflict with this Act and the condition of 
statehood, the following shall be deemed repealed upon the effective date of the admission of 
Puerto Rico as a State: 

(1) The Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act of 1950 (Public Law 81–600). 

(2) The Act of July 3, 1950 (48 U.S.C. 731b–731e). 

(3) The Act of March 2, 1917 (Public Law 64–368). 

(4) The Act of April 12, 1900 (Public Law 56–191). 

SEC. 11. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this Act, or any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
individual word, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid by a 
court of jurisdiction, the validity of the remainder of the Act and of the application of any such 
provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or individual word to other persons and 
circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 
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Amicus Brief 
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Article I. General Dispositions 
Section 1.01 Title 
 
The Delegation will be known as the Puerto Rico Congressional Delegation (the “Delegation”). 
 
Section 1.02 Legal Authority 
 
These Guidelines are adopted under the provisions of Article 5 (d) of Act Number 77 of June 19, 
1979, as amended, 3 L.P.R.A. 1705 (d). The Delegation is constituted under the authority of Act. 
No. 167-2020, as may be amended from time to time (the “Enabling Act”). 
 
It is based on good governance, fiscal & public administration principles for elected officials. 
 
Section 1.03 Applicability 
 
These Guidelines shall be applicable to the use of public funds by the Puerto Rico Federal Affairs 
Administration to support the Congressional Delegation in accordance with the Enabling Act. 
 
Section 1.04 Purpose 
 
The purpose of the Delegation is to constitute a shadow congressional delegation to represent 
the U.S. citizens of Puerto Rico in the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate, to 
demand that the U.S. Congress and the Executive Branch act on the electoral mandates 
resulting from the political status plebiscites held in 2012, 2017, and 2020, and to implement 
the public policy of the Government of Puerto Rico as established in the Enabling Act. 
 
Section 1.05 Languages 
 
English and Spanish will be the official languages of the Delegation. 
 
Section 1.06 Interpretation 
 
The Executive Director of PRFAA may, through means of regulation or normative letters, clarify 
and interpret the dispositions of this document, if necessary. 
 
Section 1.07 Definition 
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The Delegation is composed of members elected by the people of Puerto Rico, in accordance 
with the Enabling Act. 
 
The terminology used in these Guidelines, not otherwise defined herein, shall have the meaning 
ascribed to such terms in the Enabling Act. 
Article II. Members & Powers 
Section 2.01 Composition 
 
The activities of the Delegation shall be carried out by members elected by the people of 
Puerto Rico, in accordance with Article 2 of the Enabling Act. The time commitment of the 
Delegates shall be equal to that of full-time job in accordance with Article 8 of the Enabling Act. 
 
Section 2.02 Duties 
 
The duties of the Delegation include, but are not limited to: (a) appearing before Congress, the 
White House, federal agencies and courts to express themselves in relation to the admission of 
Puerto Rico as a state of the Union, (b) to educate, advocate and promote the admission of 
Puerto Rico as a state of the United States and the attainment of full equality of rights and 
duties for U.S. citizens residing in Puerto Rico, (c) to study, encourage and facilitate the 
development of initiatives to promote the admission of Puerto Rico as a state of the United 
States of America and the attainment of equal rights and duties for all American citizens 
residing in Puerto Rico. 
 
Section 2.03 Code of Conduct 
 
The Delegation shall abide by all laws and regulations applicable to public officers of the 
Government of Puerto Rico including, but not limited to, the Act 1 of 2012, as amended, and 
known as the Act of the Ethic Governmental Office of Puerto Rico and the Puerto Rico Political 
Code of 1902, as amended. 
 
Article III. Salaries 
The salaries of the Delegation shall be fixed at $90,000.00 on annual basis. Each Delegate may 
use up to a capped amount of $30,000.00 for official expenses. 
 
If a delegate refuses the salary assigned under this Article, he or she may do so by informing 
said determination in writing to the Executive Director of PRFAA. In such case, any compensable 
work of that delegate must be in compliance with the Act of the Ethic Governmental Office of 
Puerto Rico (Articles 4.3 and 4.4 of Act 1 of 2012, as amended) and will not affect his duty of a 
full-time job with the Delegation. 



 

Rosselló Nevares 147 

Article IV. Travel Expenses 
Section 4.01 In General 
 
PRFAA shall cover the travel expenses of the Delegation in accordance with the laws and 
regulations of the Government of Puerto Rico and to internal regulations as set out by the 
Executive Director of PRFAA. 
 
Section 4.02 Request for Travel Authorization 
 
(a) Travel Authorization 

 
The delegate shall complete a Request for Travel Authorization, using the form prepared for 
this purpose by PRFAA. The request for travel authorization, shall indicate the following: 

1. Location or place of official travel 
2. Duration of the trip 
3. Purpose 
4. Costs incurred during the course of official business 
5. Additional information as required by the Executive Director of PRFAA or her 

representative. 
 
(b) Use of Personal Funds 

 
The delegate shall cover the expenses from personal funds and then request reimbursement, 
provided that he or she has obtained a travel authorization. To request such reimbursement, 
the delegate shall provide receipts and other reliable methods of proof to PRFAA . 
 
Section 4.03 Trip Report 
 
Delegates engaged in official travel shall submit a report to the Executive Director of PRFAA or 
her authorized representative of their official activities within fifteen (15) days. These reports 
shall include, but not limited to, the following information: 

1. Date and time of departure 
2. Purpose and activities 
3. Outcome of the mission 
4. Date and time of return 

 
Section 4.04 Non-compliance 
 
Any delegate who receives a reimbursement and fails to comply to report within fifteen (15) 
days as provided in these Guidelines, shall be required in writing to make the report by the 
Finance Division. If no response to such request is received within the next ten (10) days, and 
unless the Finance Division establishes otherwise in writing to the delegate, the 
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Executive Director of PRFAA or her authorized representative may take the following 
administrative actions: 

1. Withhold any other outstanding payments from the delegate. 
2. Not reimburse funds to the delegate. 

 
3. To file a collection action. 

 
Section 4.05 Reimbursable and Non-Reimbursable Expenses 
 
(a) Lodging 

 
Lodging shall be only construed as a temporary dwelling place such as a hotel, or short-term 
rentals. 
 
The determination of the place of lodging shall be guided by the standards of austerity and 
modesty that should prevail in the use of public funds. When the delegate is required to select 
among several hotels, he/she shall choose the hotel that offers the most economical and 
convenient rate for the Government. The Executive Director of PRFAA reserves the right to 
verify and determine whether the hotel and rates are in accordance with standards of 
authority, economy and modesty. 
 
(b) Non-Reimbursable Expenses 

 
Expenses incurred in connection with personal matters, except as set forth in Article 9 of these 
Guidelines, shall be considered non-reimbursable. 
 
As examples, personal expenses such as long-term rental, radio and television rentals, movies, 
loss of or damage to personal property and parties for the benefit of public officers during 
official travel are not reimbursable. 
Article V. Support from Puerto Rico Federal Affairs Administration (PRFAA) and Other 
Government Entities 
Section 5.01 Support 
 
Support may include, but is not limited to, access to office equipment for the delegates 
including printers, computers and access to the PRFAA’s broadband and information technology 
support services, preparation and distribution of briefing materials, handouts and other 
documents as well as support in the planning and execution of Delegation meetings, events and 
activities. The Executive Director of PRFAA may, at his or her own discretion and as the existing 
budget may allow, designate PRFAA staff members to support the Delegation either on specific 
tasks or an ongoing basis. 
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Section 5.02 Use of Facilities 
 
The members of the Delegation may have access to and enjoy the usage of specially designated 
office space within PRFAA. The members of the Delegation may have physical access to the 
common areas of the office and its resources in coordination with PRFAA’s Executive Director 
with respect to the provision of support to the Delegation. 
Article VI. Meetings & Hearings 
Section 6.01 Meetings 
 
The Delegation will meet in person at least once per month in coordination with the Executive 
Director of PRFAA. If members are unable to attend in person they may join through 
teleconference or video conference. 
 
Article VII. Records & Reports 
Section 7.01 90-day Reports to the Governor of Puerto Rico 
 
After July 1, 2021, the Delegation shall submit 90-day reports to the Governor of Puerto Rico, or 
his designee, as provided by Article 12 of the Enabling Act. The Delegation may issue additional 
reports, as it may deem necessary to advance the public policy defined its Enabling Act. 
Article VIII. Public Communications 
Section 8.01 Verbal or Written Statements 
 
The Delegation has been entrusted with the responsibility of advancing the public policy 
defined by the Enabling Act. To that effect, all, individually and collectively have a duty to 
communicate periodically with stakeholders, the residents of Puerto Rico, and with its target 
audiences in Washington, D.C. and nationwide. 
Article IX. Amendments 
Section 9.01 Amendments 
 
These Guidelines may be amended or revised from time to time by the Executive Director of 
PRFAA, at his or her discretion. 
Article X. Parliamentary Process 



 

 

Section 10.01 Rules of Order 
 
In all matters of parliamentary procedure not specifically governed by these Guidelines or 
otherwise required by law, the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order (Newly Revised) shall 
apply. 
Article XI. Effectiveness 
Section 11.01 Effective Date 
 
These Guidelines shall become effective on July 1, 2021. 
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October 15th: Original citation for hearing in Puerto Rico (Kebin Maldonado) 
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October 17th response by Ricardo Rossello 
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October 18th Response from Kebin Maldonado 
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October 19th Confirmation to participate in hearing and petition 
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October 20th Cancelation letter from Kebin Maldonado and Tatito Hernandez 
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Sample reply to a letter by a constituent member of the Extended Delegation (Sen. 
Brown) 
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Permit for SCOTUS demonstration 
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Presentation for House Hearing and Bayamon Townhall 
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Comprehensive (updated) list of support for both status bills 
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R de la C. 535 
 

(TEXTO DE APROBACION FINAL POR LA CAMARA) 
(5 DE OCTUBRE DE 2021) 

 
ESTADO LIBRE ASOCIADO DE PUERTO RICO 

 
19na. Asamblea 2da. Sesión 
 Legislativa  Ordinaria 
 

CÁMARA DE REPRESENTANTES 

R. de la C. 535 
  

21 DE SEPTIEMBRE DE 2021 
 

Presentada por los representantes Feliciano Sánchez, Ortiz Lugo, Maldonado Martiz y  
Rivera Madera y suscrito por los representantes Santiago Nieves y Ortiz González 

 
Referida a la Comisión de Asuntos Internos 

 
RESOLUCIÓN 

 
Para ordenar a la Comisión de Relaciones Federales, Internacionales, Estatus y Veteranos 

de la Cámara de Representantes del Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico, realizar 
un estudio abarcador sobre los trabajos realizados por la Delegación Congresional 
de Puerto Rico en Washington DC, así como las reuniones sostenidas por estos 
delegados con funcionarios federales, los gastos que ha incurrido la 
Administración de Asuntos Federales de Puerto Rico (PRFAA, por sus siglas en 
inglés) en reembolsos de alojamientos y viajes; y para otros fines. 

 

EXPOSICIÓN DE MOTIVOS 

 
El pasado 30 de diciembre de 2020, la entonces gobernadora, Wanda Vázquez 

Garced, firmó la Ley 167-2020, creando la Delegación Congresional de Puerto Rico. Este 
estatuto fue altamente criticado y cuestionado por todas las delegaciones que componían 
la  decimoctava (18va.) Asamblea Legislativa, menos la del Partido Nuevo Progresista 
quienes fueron propulsores de este despilfarro de fondos públicos. 
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 Con la oposición e indignación de la mayoría del País, el gobernador Pedro 
Pierluisi impulsó la elección de estos delegados. La misma se celebró el 16 de mayo de 
2021 a un costo millonario. En dicha elección resultaron electos Elizabeth Torres, Roberto 
Lefranc Fortuño, María “Mayita” Melendez y, sin ser residente o domiciliado en Puerto 
Rico, el renunciante gobernador Ricardo Rosselló para fungir como los delegados en la 
Cámara Baja del Congreso de Estados Unidos. En el caso del Senado federal, un escaso 
3.92% del electorado hábil para votar, escogió a Melinda Romero y a Zoraida Buxo. 
  

Los Delegados Congresionales comenzaron a ejercer sus funciones el 1 de julio de 
2021.  A casi noventa días de su juramentación el pueblo de Puerto Rico no ha vista 
ningún adelanto en el tema del estatus. Fuera de fotos de estos delegados en actividades 
proselitistas del PNP, en estadios deportivos o cargando letreros frente a la Casa Blanca, 
los delegados no han podido justificar su salario de $90,000 dólares al año con hasta un 
tope de $30,000 en gastos reembolsables.  
 
 Asimismo, la Delegada que más votos obtuvo, Elizabeth Torres, en una entrevista 
radial de la emisora Nueva Vida indicó lo siguiente “el que pensó que la Delegación iba a 
traer mágicamente la estadidad, y hablo para aquellos que creen en la estadidad porque respeto 
quien no cree en eso también. Este…, eso es falso, eso también es un espejismo que creó el estado 
para seguir avanzando la agenda del partido PNP al cual yo pertenezco y donde hay mucha gente 
que piensa como yo. No estoy sola en esto, este…, para decir mira estamos luchando por la 
estadidad y se perpetúan en el poder de manera, a mi juicio, corrupta…”. Luego de estas 
declaraciones el Secretario General del Partido Nuevo Progresista y la Delegada Melinda 
Romero acusaron a Torres de no estar realizando su trabajo, entre otras cosas.  
 
 La Ley 167-2020, en su artículo 12 establece que, los delegados tienen que 
presentarle al Gobernador de Puerto Rico un informe cada noventa (90) días sobre sus 
gestiones. Asimismo, indica que el incumplimiento con los deberes del cargo de alguno 
de los delegados podría dar paso a destitución, proceso que se presenta ante el Tribunal 
de Primera Instancia. Dicho esto, y en aras de ser más transparentes y exigir la rendición 
de cuentas que el País requiere sobre sus funcionarios electos, esta Cámara de 
Representantes entiende que trimestralmente se deben realizar vistas públicas para 
discutir y escrutar el trabajo de cada uno de estos seis (6) servidores públicos.  
 

Por las razones antes expuestas, esta Cámara de Representantes entiende que es 
prioritario e impostergable comenzar un proceso de evaluación de la Delegación 
Congresional de Puerto Rico en Washignton DC, así como evaluar los trabajos realizados 
por estos, las reuniones sostenidas por estos Delegados con funcionarios federales, los 
gastos que ha incurrido la Administración de Asuntos Federales en Puerto Rico (PRFAA, 
por sus siglas en inglés) en reembolsos de alojamientos y viajes entre otras asuntos. 
 
RESUÉLVESE POR LA CÁMARA DE REPRESENTANTES DE PUERTO RICO: 



 

 

Sección 1.-Se ordena a la Comisión de Relaciones Federales, Internacionales, 

Estatus y Veteranos de la Cámara de Representantes del Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto 

Rico, realizar un estudio abarcador sobre los trabajos realizados por la Delegación 

Congresional de Puerto Rico en Washington DC, así como las reuniones sostenidas por 

estos delegados con funcionarios federales, los gastos que ha incurrido la Administración 

de Asuntos Federales de Puerto Rico (PRFAA, por sus siglas en inglés) en reembolsos de 

alojamientos y viajes. 

Sección2.-La Comisión queda autorizada a solicitar información, a la 

Administración de Asuntos Federales de Puerto Rico, al Congreso y Senado de Estados 

Unidos y a cualquier otra agencia, oficina, dependencia, corporación o municipio de 

Puerto Rico, que de alguna manera esté vinculada con las labores de los funcionarios 

electos como Cabilderos de la Estadidad o Delegación Congresional de Puerto Rico. 

Sección 3.-La Comisión deberá rendir informes periódicamente, así como un 

informe final con sus hallazgos, recomendaciones y conclusiones, durante el transcurso 

de la Decimonovena Asamblea Legislativa. 

Sección 4.-Vigencia 

Esta Resolución entrará en vigor inmediatamente después de su aprobación. 

 


